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° Ex. Both branches of the legislature of Virginia) the cars over tue whole route from city to city, the Philadelphia, January 3d, 1839. 
rai ve designated the 15th of Feb. inst. as the day for | train with the mail and passengers arrived in Balti- Sir: Your note of the 22d ultimo is received. It 
rad ett into an election of senator for congress. more on Thursday before four o’clock, P. M. The |cannot be more agreeable to you than to myself that 
La pong secinae _ | transportation of merchandise by the burden trains, | our acquaintance should cease. 
sal At acaucus of the whig members of the legis- | which, from the same cause had been interrupted, I am, sir, 
sal ature of New York, held on the evening of Thurs- | has also been resumed. Shahar Signed JessE Duncan Ettiorr, 
sag aay the 31st ultimo, to nominate a candidate for the| During the last week the navigation of the Dela- | To David Porter, esq. 

p a2 enate of the United States and state officers, the | ware was so much impeded by the ice, that even — 
$a2 slowing individuals were selected as candidates: | the steamboats could not make their way between Georgetown, January 6th, 1839. 
Sao For the United States senate, Nathaniel P. Tall-| Philadelphia and Wilmington with any certainty.| Sir: I have received a note from commodore 








ba rdge ; for secretary of state, John C. Spencer ; for 
) omptroller, Bates Cook ; fot state treasurer, Jacob 



































a5 seas 
la = ‘cht; for attorney general, Willis Hall ; for com- 
*y' sary general, Adontram Chandler. mre 
a4 The following was the vote on the nomination of 
a5 Mr. Tallmadge : , 
Nathaniel P. Tallmadge, 76 
and s Francis Granger, 4 
eae Albert H. Tracy, 5 
r charac. Willis Hall, 7 
1 advance Blank 
Dundas It is stated in the Lexington Observer of the 
also si 30th ultimo, that on the 29th the lower house of the 
Ye cons, Kentucky legislature rejected the South Carolina 
{Wo de. [purailroad bank bill by a vote of 48 to 52. 
mier Our esteemed friend, Edgar Snowden, esq., 
; caution editor of the Aiexandria (D. C.) Gazette, has been 
ved, that & elected president of the Alexandria Canal Compa- 
2 of pub. BAY: This is an excellent appointment, and reflects 
the stg. emgreat credit upon the stockholders. The “ Penn- 
eof pub. Jans lvanian,” on noticing it, thus speaks of the “ Ga- 
1 stocks, |aezette,” which is, indeed, not only one of the most 
porter liberal and gentlemanly “ newspapers in the union, 
but edited with a degree of tact and talent not less 
»f Mon. Mcreditable to the estimable editor. — 
3, @ Cun- From the Pennsylvanian. _ 
} sent to The Alexandria Gazette, though we like not its 
n which [ee politics, is one of the most liberal and gentlemanly 
other in newspapers of the union, and if its editor manages 
Ivertiser faethe canal company’s affairs, as well as he does the 
at were je Gazette, the said company will have reason to be 
pleased with their choice. 
ion froin SR 9g ots : 
grant of {$-The steamship Liverpool was advertised to sail 
Laine to & from Liverpool on the 10th of January. She did not, 
nd, and [E) probably, sail on that day, as she has not yet arrived 
n asked eat New York. The Great Western was advertised 
force to ee to leave Bristol on the 19th ultimo. 
$1! j 
ek: be PENNSYLVANIA. Inthe case of George Smith, 
at there J appointed recorder of deeds by governor Porter, 
1 carry. fee against colonel John Swift, claiming to hold that 
of both fp. office under governor Ritner’s appointment by virtue 
of the new constitution, the supreme court have 
decided in favor of Mr. Smith. 
ig The- [ Phila. U. 8. Gazette. 
he 17th The senate of Pennsylvania on Saturday last pass- 
ich pas: ed a bill, which had previously passed the house, 
ailed on JF» making the following appropriations for state works : 
n, col. North Branch canal, $230,000 
ind cor- Erie Extension, 250,000 
d Sacri- Repairs, 300,000 
Repairs of the Juniata division, 380,000 
r, states West Branch, 50,000 
had ar- Winconisco, 40,000 
eir ney To avoid Columbia plane, 30,000 
it. de 
- at Sa- $1,280,000 
war at The bill provides that the work on the West 
ls were fi" Branch is to be discontinued from and after the first 
of March next. No provision, it will be seen, is 
Orleans RP made for the Getlysburg railroad, the further con- 
the ne- [B® Struction of which is to be discontinued. ~ 
itted fo James Clark, of Indiana, Edward B. Hubley, (re- 
uthori- BF cently a member of the house of representatives of 
; repre- Be the United States,) of Schuylkill, and William F. 
Packer, of Lycoming, have been appointed by gov. 
th fleet BS Porter, canal commissioners of Pennsylvania, and 
sianiad B Will constitute the board. The appointment of 
Thomas §. Bell, of Chester, as a member of the 
ny ex- BF board, had been tendered by the executive, but had 
adrons, been declined by Mr. Bell, on account of his exten- 
— Sive professional engagements. 
e ILng- 
ngland PHILADELPHIA RAILROAD. We learn from the 
Mexi- & Baltimore «« American” of yesterday, that the da- 
ands of fF mage done to the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and 
e ar Baltimore railroad, by the late freshet, having been 
will be 


already so far we Pas a = the passage of 
on. V. S14. 24. 





The steamboat Hornet, on her way up from Wil- 
mnington on Friday the Ist inst., with the mail and 
a number of passengers from Baltimore, stuck fast 
in the ice, when the ice boat from Philadelphia was 
despatched for her relief, and succeeded in extrica- 
ting her after much difficulty. 

It is stated in the Baltimore Patriot that the Bal- 
timore and Philadelphia railroad company have 
purchased the stock of the Citizens’ Union Line of 
steamboats. The terms of the sale are, that the 
railroad company gives one share of its stock, the 
par value of which fs fifty dollars, and five dollars, 
in cash, for two shares of the stock of the steam- 
boat company, the par value of which is twenty-five 
dollars. Inconsequence ofthis purchase, the rail- 
road company will commence running as soon as 
the navigation opens, a steamboat line leaving Bal- 
timore every morning at six o’clock; and two 
trains of cars—one leaving at half past nine o’clock 
A. M. and the other after the arrival of the evening 
train of cars from Washington. 





Commopores Porter AND Etxtiotr. A re- 
port has been circulated in reference to the above 
gentlemen, to the following effect: «A few days 
since commodore Elliott followed commodore Por- 
ter te the Baltimore railroad depot to see the vete- 
ran off. After commodore Porter had taken his 
seat, commodore Elliott approached him and offer- 
ed him the civilities of the day and his hand. Sir, 
said commodore Porter, I do not and cannot recog- 
nize you. The charges that are now hanging over 
you, and which you seek to evade, are uf too seri- 
ous a caste to be trifled with, and until they are in- 
vestigated, J can notknow you. I am, sir, a friend 
of the navy of the United states, though not now in 
commission, and I have sons in that navy. The re- 
spect which I entertain for the one, and the affec- 
tion I bear for the other, will not suffer me to re- 
cognize such a man as you are,” &c. 

In consequence of the above report commodore 
Porter has communicated the following to the edi- 
tors of the * Baltimore Sun.” 

From the Baltimore Sun. 
Georgetown, February 3d, 1839. 

Messrs. Editors : To correct all misconception as 
to my opinions and feelings at the time I met com- 
modore Elliott in Baltimore, I send you the enclosed 
correspondence, which I will thank you to publish 
with this letter. 

With great respect, your very ob’t serv’t, 
Davip Porter. 
[ Copy. ] 
Chester, December 24th, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you the copy 
of a letter, which I addressed to commodore Elliott, 
occasioned by courtesies offered to me publicly, 
while I was removing from the Washington rail 
road cars in Baltimore, to those which come to this 

lace. 
: I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your very ob’t serv’t, 
Sigred Davip PorTER. 
Hon. J. K. Paulding, secretary of the navy. 


Chester, December 22d, 1838. 
Sir: To avoid any misconception, as to my re- 
ceiving and returning any courtesies from you, I 
have to request the favor, should we meet, that you 
will consider me as a perfect stranger, until the re- 
ports which are in ci~rulation prejudicial to you are 
removed by the decision of a competent tribunal. 
The reason for making this request is, that I have 
three sons in the navy, who I am unwilling should 
think that I treat such reports lightly. 
I am with great consideration, 
Your very ob’t servant, 
Signed 


Davip PorTer. 
Commodore J. D. Eliott. | 


Elliott, of which the enclosed is a copy, on which I 
shall only remark, that the man who is so indifferent 
to opinion, and so reckless of his own character, is, I 
should think, an unfit example to the younger offi- 
cers of the navy. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect 
Your very ob’t. serv’t, 


Signed Davip Porter. 


Hon. J. K. Paulding, 
Secretary of the navy. 





CANADIAN AFFAIRS. From the Montreal Courier, 
Jan. 30. Court martial. The finding of the court 
martial in the case of the Beauharnois prisoners has 
been confirmed by his excellency the commander of 
the forces, and by it, Brion, Chevrefils, Joseph Du- 
mouchelle Laberge, Louis Dumouchelle, Goyette, 
Rochon, Prieur, Lanois, De Lorimier, and Touchette, 
are all found guilty, and sentenced to death. What 
nuinber, if any, of the above, will be executed, is 
not known. 


The Quebec Gazette of the 28th ult. mentions the 
arrest of seven persons, French Canadians, all of St. 
Francois Nouvelle Beauce ; remarking that these are 
the first arrested for political offences in the country 
parts of the Quebec district, which have heretofore 
maintained a good and peaceable character. 


Sir George Arthur returned to Toronto on the 
23d ult. 


The Western Herald, in noticing sir George Ar- 
thur’s visit to Windsor, adds— 

** Considerable dissatisfaction, we understand, pre- 
vails among some of our respectable inhabitants in 
consequence of the cavalier manner in which they 
were treated by sir George, and we do not wonder. 
A congratulatory address, got up on an exigency of 
the moment, which was presented to sir George in 
consequence of some trifling misunderstanding, his 
excellency thought proper to return unread! It 
matters not to us what person or party presented the* 
address, but we do think they have been grossly in- 
sulted: and we shall continue to think so until the 
matter is explained to our satisfaction.”’ 

A correspondence of the Gazette explains the 
mysterious import of the above paragraph in this 
way :— 

“There is, it appears, rather a split among the in- 
habitants of Sandwich—colonel Pierce having wait- 
ed on his excellency with an address, couched in very 
strong language, and demanding an immediate de- 
claration of wai, while col. Elliott was desirous of 
presenting a counter address of a milder character. 
A curious scene of mutual accusation and recrimi- 
nation is said to have taken place between the oppo- 
sition deputations, both of whose addresses the go- 
vernor, in consequence, declined receiving, at the 
same time censuring the want of unanimity that 
seemed to prevail among the towns-people.” 

BusiINEss OF THE NEw York CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
We find the following statement of the amount of 
business done inthe New York custom-house in the 
New York American, for which the editor is indebt- 
ed to the colleetor. 

Packages sent to the appraiser’s store for exami- 
nation, in the month of Taunary, in the followin 


years. It will be remembered that 1836 was the 

great year for importations: 
Year Year Year 
1836 1838 1839 

No. packages, No. packages, No. packages, 
5440 1844 7902 


Showing an excess this year over last, of 6058 
packages, and over 1836, of 2462 packages. 
Duty bonds taken in January of the following 





years: 
1836 1838 1839 
Bonds, Bonds, Bonds, 
2483 788 


2549 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE— Washington, Feb. 4th, 
1839. The following notice has been received at 
this department from the U. 8. consul at London : 

NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
Needles Light, Isle of Wight. 
Trinity House, London, 29th Nov. 1838. 

Notice is hereby. given, with reference to the ad- 
vertisement issued from this house under date the 
6th April last, that, in compliance with the request 
of numerous persons interested in the navigation of 
the Needles passage, the light at the Needles will 
continue to be exhibited in all directions within 
which it is at present visible, after the completion of 
the light now in course of preparation at St. Catha- 
rine’s point. | ao 

It being necessary, in the fulfilment of this inten- 
tion, to adopt such measures as shall establish a dis- 
criminative character in these two lights, masters of 
vessels and others are to observe, that, at and after 
the exhibition of the intended bright light at St. Ca- 
Pogeine's, the light at the Needles will asstime a red 
color. 

Due notice will be given of the time at which 
these alterations will take effect. 

By order : J. HERBERT, secretary. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—JBy and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

T. Hariley Crawford, to be commissioner of In- 
dian affairs. 

John Louis McGregor, to be consul for the port of 
Campeche, in Mexico. 

John R. Conway, of Arkansas, to be surveyor for 
marking the boundary between the United States 
and the republic of Texas. | 

John H. Overton, of Louisiana, to be commission 
er for marking said boundary. 

John J. Clendennen, of Arkansas, to be clerk to 
said commissioner. 

Samuel Stettinius and Thomas R. Hampton, to be 
justices of the peace for the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia. 

Land officers. 

John Bartow, register, Genesee, Michigan, vice 
Michael Hoffinan, resigned. 

Henry Washington, receiver, Tallahasse, Florida, 
vice Matthew J. Allen, removed. 

John P. Campiell, receiver, Springfield, Mo. vice 
Robert T. Brown, declined. 


Officers of the customs. 
Charles F. Lester, collector of the customs, New 
London, Connecticut, vice Ingoldsby W. Crawford, 


whose commission expired on the Ist February, 
1839. 





Jonathan M. Foltz, to be a surgeon in the navy 
from the 8th of December, 1838. 

Jared L. Elliott, to be a chaplain in the navy from | 
the 13th of July, 1838. 

Peter G. Clark, to be a chaplain in the navy from | 
the 3d of October, 1833. 

Wm. B. Siack, to be a second lieutenant in the 
marine corps.{rom the 28th of January, 1839. 


Aitorneys of the United ‘States. 

William C. Scott, tor Arkansas. 

P. 8S. Loughborough, for Kentucky. 

Henry W. McKor7y, for the district established in | 
the western district in Tennessee, for the counties 
of Bentcn, Carroll, Henry, Obion, Dyer, Gibson, 
Lauderdale, Haywood, ‘Tipton, Sheiby, Fayette, 
Hardeman, McNairy, Hardin and Perry. 

Isaac Van Alen, tor lowa. 


Marshals of the United States. 
Nicholas Snyder, tor Maryland. 
William J. Davis, for Georgia. 








UNITED STATES MINT—COINAGE FOR 1838. 
The director of the mint, Dr. Patterson, has made 


his annual report of the operations of the mint and | whatever. 


its branches tor the year 1838, from which we ex- 
tract the following particulars, viz: 
GOLD. 
1. Whole amount of gold coinage 1s $1,809,595, 
of which there was coined— 


SILVER. 
2. The whole amount of silver coined is $2,333,243, 
of which the whole was coined at Philadelphia, ex- 
cept $40,243 in dimes at New Orleans, the other 
branch mints being not yet authorized to coin sil- 
ver, the bill which passed the senate to authorize 
them to coin silver change, having not passed the 
house of representatives, and being now in the 
senate. : 
Of the silver coined at the mint in Philadelphia, 
there was 








In half dollars $1,773,000 
quarters 208,000 
dimes 199,250 
half dimes — 112,750 

$2,293,000 
Add dimes at New Orleans ~*~ 40,243 
$2,333,243 


From this it will be seen that the total coinage 
of the migt and branches, in gold and silver, is 


$4,142,838. Besides this, the copper coinage 
amounted to $63,702; making a totality of 
$4,206,540. 


We are glad to see a larger proportion than usual 
of the silver coinage in pieces of twenty-five, ten, 
and five cents, and we are glad to say itis the inten- 
tion of the government to have that coinage increas- 
ed until the country is supplicd, so that the most 
intrepid champion of shinplasters shall be deprived 
of all pretext for a new emission of this pestilential 
stuff in the event cf another catastrophe to the 
banks. 

We are glad also to see that the director of the 
mnint looks to a great coinage this year, all the 
branches being now ready for work, and the laws 
providing for ample supplies of bullion to keep them 
all employed. The year 1839 will show what the 


mints can do, and the extension of the coinage of 


silver change to the North Carolina and Georgia 
branches will complete their capacity for useiul- 
ness. [ Globe. 





From Mextco. Slips from the New Orleans 
Beg and Louisianian contain some additional! items 


of intelligence from Mexico, received by way of 


Havana. 

The Diario of Havana, of the 18th Jannary, con- 
tains news from the city of Mexico of the 21st De- 
ceinber, announcing the appointment of Don Mun- 
uel Edouardo Gorostiza to be minister of the 
interior. He bad taken the reqnired oath, and en- 
tered upon the discharge of his functions. 

It appears fiom these dates that the Mexicans 


| were striving to force the French to evacuate Vera 


Cruz by means of starvation. The admiral had 
wrilten a note tothe commander of the camp at An- 
ton Lizardo, informing hiin that he would permit 
individuals to come into the town from the country 
in order to sell their cattle and provisions to the 
fleet, and that they would be paid in hard money. 
The Mexican commanser refused toaccede to this 
offer, and laid it before the government. The min- 
ister of war wrote the following letter on the sub- 


/ject to the Mexican officer, whose name is Don 


Andres Islaba : 


Department of war and of the mayvine. 
Srr: I have had the honor to lay before his ex- 
cellency the president the request addressed to you 


| by the commander of the French frigate Nereide. 


His excellency approves your conduct in this af- 
fair, because, the nation being at war with the 
French government, no succor can be furnished to 
the enemy. I also have orders to 1ecommend that 
you exercise ths utmost vigilance, that our unjust 
invaders receive, neitherat Vera Cruz nor at any 
other point, provisions, water, and no kind of succor 
God and iiberty. TORNEL. 
Mexico, Deceméer 21, 1838. 


From the New Orleans Com. Bulletin, 29th ult. 
Advices from Mexico have been received by the 
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At Philadelphia, $1,622,515 | 
Charlotte, N. C. 84,165 | 
Dahlonega, Ga. 102.915 
New Orleans, none, 

$1,809,595 


Of the above quantity, 7,200 pieces were in eagles ; | 


pieces were in quarter eagles. 


the mines of the United States— 





schooner Eliza Ann, arrived at this port yesterday, 
having sailed on the 13th in€tant from Metamoras. 
The government troops held possession of Meta- 
moras, but were closely beseiged by the federalists, 
who were encamped in the neighborhood in consi- 
derable force. General Felisola was in command 
of the garrison, amounting to one theusand men. 


Frequent skirmishes had occurred between the two | 
286,588 pieces were in half eagles; and 47,030| armies. The federalists, under the command of 


|sola a few miles from the city, when an engage- 


‘ing notice of the railroad from St. Petersburg! 


| 





i 


of several of Felisola’s best officers, who y sen 

down in the batile. A reinforcement of thyoe we. 

dred men had reached Metamoras, in command. 
general Cavaliza. They had retreated {rom ‘p, 

pico, after suffering a repulse before that place - 
on their way narrowly escaped discomfiture., from 
body of federalists led on by general Fernaya, 
The detachment, by the fatigues and perils of . 
march, had been greatly thinned in numbers ul 
presented a broken and shattered aspect. Tho . 
sition of the armies, it was thought, must $0) 
bring the contest to something decisive. Tj, 
proximity to each other occasioned daily encom 
ters between small detachments, which innst go, 
bring on a general engagement. As usual jy , 
civil wars, a spirit of bitter and cruel animosity wl 
displayed by the antagonist factions, which ‘hog, 
ing but slaughter and blood could appease. Ip thei 
intestine quarrels, however, retaliation upon 4 
French was not entirely forgotten. The cecree 
the expulsion of the resident Frenchmen, was ¢, 
forced with great strictness at Metamoras. };;, 
general Wool, a French officer in the Mexican, 
my, had resigned his commission, from an wnyj 
lingness to fight against his countrymen. The po 
of Vera Cruz was soon open to commerce, and yg 
sels suffered to arrive and depart without molegy, 
tion from the blockading squadron. This exeny, 
tion can scarce be, however, of long continuance. 



























FiLour ror Encianp. For several years yy 
this country has been an importer of breads'yg 
from Enrope, at a cost of some millions of dy 
lars. A change of circumstances has, howerJi 
recently taken place, and notwithstanding ti, 
price which flour bears in the United States, slip 
ments are going forward to some extent for the sy). 
ply of the wants of the British people, arising fiog 
tie shortness of their last harvest. 

# We have ascertained from correct sources thet}; 
quantity of flour which has been bought in Balting 
for the English market, shipped and shipping, 
about 20,000 bbls. 

The Richmond Compiler states that within th 
last two weeks there have been purchased in |i 
market 10,850 barrels of flour, at an average pric 
of $3 121, which are now going on board the fd 
lowing vessels loading in James river, for Liverpod 
viz: ship Lucilla, 4,650 barrels; brig Ark, 3,2W 
and brig Carthage, 3,000. 

In Philadelphia, it will be seen by the reportig§ 
another column, about 22,000 bbls. have been bougt 
for the English market. 

The quantity taken in the New York market: 
not known. ‘The whole foreign export from ty 
port, between the Ist and 23d ultimo, wes oul 
8,022 bbls. 

RusstaN RAILROAD. We are under obliga‘ 
to a gentleman, thoroughly acquainted wiih sou 
of the principal railroads in Europe, for the follow 
















Zarskoe-Selo and Pawlowsk. 1 
Capital expended, five millions of roubles asi 
nates, or 1,050,000 dollars. 
Total length, 17 English miles. 


Number of passengers. 


Months. BetweenSt.Pe- Between Zar- Gross incom 
1333. tershurg and skoe Selo and 

Zarskoe Selo. Pawlowsk. Routles. Ug 
May 60,820 9,350 92,805 
June 88,030 33,664 155,385 - 
July 66,469 24,118 114,130 4 
August 73,191 20,088 + =: 124,759 § 
September 31,515 16,134 99,704 a 
October 44,896 4,941 59,818 3 


—-_— 











Total for6 m.364,921 108,295 646,601 2 


The line from St. Petersburg to Zarskoe-¢ 
was opened on the 4th of April; the line ! 
Zarskoe-Selo to Pawlowsk on the 22d of 3:4 
1838, Russian calendar. 7 

There are four different classes of passes 
cars, with the following prices: ; 

First class, for 15 miles to Zarskoe-Selo 50° 


Second class, for do do 373 
Third class, for do do vot 
Fourth class, for do do 12) 


As the greatest number of passengers pre!et 


‘take seats in the third and fourth classes, the a" 


age receipt from each passenger going 15 wi'es 


_Zarskoe-Selo was 31 cents, or two cents per ™ 
‘ ‘ general Eluteno Mendez, made an advance on| 
Of the bullion deposited, there was supplied from) Metamoras on the 5th inst. and were met by Feli- 


The gross income of the above mentioned 7 
months was 13 per cent. of the whole capita! " 


vested in the railroad; but the expenses of work! 


ie . , 
We observe that it has been ascertained that { 


gers between St. Petersburg an 


At Philadelphia, $171,700 ment took place. The action was well contested, | the line being so heavy, the directors declared 0 
Charlotte, 127,000 _ but did not result in important advantages oneither|a half yearly dividend of four per cent. oP " 
Dahlonega, 135,700 | side, as both claimed the victory. Alinost the same | shares. 

New Orleans, 700 | loss was sustained in killed and wounded by esch 
| pany and the capture of two pieces of cannon | number of passen 
Total native bullion, $435,100 


from the federalists, was counterbalanced by the fall’ Zarskoe-Selo was, before the construction oft 
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RAN pon, oad, equal to 178,000 per year, while on the rail- + For premium on bonds, checks, &c. 39,230 the establishment of eight additional departments, 
ri, a road thei number will not be less than 550,060 to | For dividends from baaks 205,650 | which he thinks will be sufficient to meet existing 
Peet, 600,000. This great increase arises, without doubt, demands. 3 - 
a ae | oan the reduction of prices, the stages having $5,668,003 | Considerable progress has been made in furnishing 
ty}, 12H charged 63 cents; this is now reduced at an average | 1838. schools with common school libraries. By a provi- 
Ms aaedh £31 cents. { Boston D. Advertiser... | Dec. To balance bro’t down $1,109,604 | sion of the act above alluded to, $330,000 is to be 
"e; fron gm © 1838. appropriated to this object in the course of three 
iran, ALABAMA. The whig party of this state are or-| Dec. Cr. years, viz. $110,000 per annum. 
slliens Of thy ‘anizing for the political contest ahead. They re- | By amount paid for bank stock $3,000,000 : 
Tr ang Bently held a state convention at Tuscaloosa, at | Commissioners public works 1,142,027; ComMERcE OF PHILADELPHIA. The following 
at by “7 whichan address to the people of the state was pre- | Counties 144,700 | table, which we have made up from the records kept 
ogy ry ared, and the subjoined resolutions adopted : Interest Be 291,025 | at the custom house, shows at a glance the compa- 
i he P 1. Resolved, That the whig party of the present day, | For iron, cars, locomotive, and incidental rative foreign coastwise trade of this city, from the 
+ “DCouy like that which history informs us first acquired the expenses 68,422 | Ist of January to the 31st of Deceisber in each year 
bape name, has had iis origin in the alarming necessity that | Balanee deposited in the following banks : from 1787 to 1838, inclusive—a period of fifty-two 
sual in y compelled the people to resist the unauthorized and in- Bank United States 4,384 years. 
seneily Wa jurious acts of her rulers. es ey Bank of Illinois 280,128 Year. Foreign. Coastwise. Total. 
Lich noth 2d. Resolved, ‘That the political principles consecra- State bank of Illinois 630.022 1787 596 390 986 
Se. In thei ted by the American revolution, and acted upon uy the : 1.019.604 1788 411 490 901* 
UPON th repudlican party during the administrations of Jefferson said 1789 324 376 700 
e Ceeree g and Madison, constitute the foundation of the political 5.668.003 1790 639 715 1854 
n, was ey] gee: party in the state of Alabama opposed to $5,668, 1791 593 853 1448 
as. Mo: e administration. 2 73 
ferent er Resolved, That this party have asserted and| Iowa. In the bill authorizing the people of [o- 1792 ; ' 000 000 0000 
shih maintained these principles in their continued and ar- | wa to form a state government, and for their admis- 1793 000 000 0000 
st, dugus efforts to confine the several departments of the sion into the union, is the following section, show- 1794 618 1250 1868 
| Lhe po federal government to the legitimate exercise of the ing the proposed limits thereof, viz : 1795 779 1228 2007 
" ree vee — granted to that government in the constitution} "Phe gaid state shall consist of all that portion 1796 858 1011 1869 : 
Tape, of the union. : of territory lying within the following boundaries : 1797 641 929 1570 a 
tani = orl sees increasing 8 eter pre at Sigianing at the centre of the main channel of 1798 459 1002 1461 aa |. 
SUG Ne ares in the federal oovernmont which though «che. | Mississippi river, at the mouth of the river Des 1799 443 825 1268 oh 
d‘tures in the federal government, which though vehe- | Mississipp , Litho sinke. af 1800 536 1051 1587 ft 
years rm mently promised by the administration, has not only | Moines, at the north-east corner of the state o l of 
Zs 3 been signally neglected and refused, but new and un- | Missouri ; thence up the iniddle of the main chan- 1801 667 1125 1792 - eee 
ia af ad heard of abuses and extravagancies have since obtain- | nel of theriver Mississippi, to the 43d parallel of 1502 653 1106 1759 ) Bae 
ee . north latitude ; thence westerly on said parallel of 1803 611 1064 1675 ° 
yo) ete This party has made exertions to prevent the patron- | north latitude, to the centre of the main channel of 1804 498 1292 1790 ae 
Oe age of the government from being brought in conflict | gjouy river : thence dosvn the centre of said river, 1805 520 1235 1755 Pie 
lates, ship with the freedom of elections, an abuse now more glar- | 5, the centre of the main channel of the Missouri 1806 704 1213 1917 Eee 
Piais ingly and dangerously prevalent than at any former pe- river, to the north-west corner of the state of Mis- 1807 701 1170 1871 Pee 
sing frog riod in the history of the government. They have made r - veriy. li f 1808 298 1951 2219t «Rae 
3 vty deans ad iption for | £0uri ; thence easterly along the northerly line o J ee 
hes 3g strenuous endeavors to arrest executive proscription | tine ‘abdte of Mieseasi, to. the centre of the main 1809 351 1683 2034 mat 
ses that opinion’s sake, and thereby preserve the purity and in- | the state o >. . oh dante: th 1810 405 1477 1882 . ae 
: Balting dependence of public functionaries, and rescue the | channel of the Des Moines river ; thence +4 he ro oe prt tats > Re 
lattes | country from the rapacity of a hungry horde of office | centre of the main channel of said river to the place l Wy : 
| ping, hunters. of beginning. 1812 323 1549 1872 fe 
she. 4. Resolved, That the concentration of the powers of| The said state of lowa to have concurrent juris- 1813 5 74 319 393 i 
. rie = other departments of the government in the hands of diction on said rivers, and each of them, with any 1814 43 583 626 Eb 
seq in thy the executive, and the seizure of the public monies—the other state adjoining them. 1815 AR7 1113 1600 | aes 
vege prie 7" upon pe es 4 cf MP nglepen years ye the 7 1816 538 1101 1677 . ae 
urd the {ol elections of the people, and in the legislatures of states Rieie, 532 1238 1770 ai; 
Liverpod —the upuilatanna 3 office of the most zealous parti-| , COMMON SCHOOLS In New Yore. it + Seog eed 576 1101 1677 Tae 
9’) 2 ‘ lina’ nee ; from a statement in the New York Journal of Coin 31 met) ) 
rk, 3,200 zans—the proscription for opinion’s sake—the attack | rom a state | ¢ of the super- 1819 450 1046 1496 ie) | 
upon the rights of the states, by the recommendation | merce, derived from the annual repor he es F 1890 479 877 1356 me) | 
2 reportiqam Of a, bankrupt law, to operate upon state banks—|intendent of common schools, that the number o poens 441 913 1354 : i 
See binndl the disregard of the popular will by appointing discard- | such schools in this state on the Ist of July last, was : TE 
~~ sed public servants to office, and the violation of the oft 10,533, from 9,830 of which reports were received 1822 494 1212 1706 Be? ki 
are repeated pledges of public reform and economy, are by the commissioners. In the schools from which 1823 482 1018 1500 meu) 
ini? alarming departures from the principles of our govern- | ranorts were received, the average period of instruc- 1824 501 981 1482 ei) 
from th ment, and the practices of the republicans during the |4:0, in 1837 was eight months. The number of 1825 484 1195 1679 | 
Wes oul times of Washington, Jefferson and Madison, call loudly children in the 9,830 schools reported, was 529,113 1826 482 1195 1677 ” i; | 
ation” People for opposition to the present adminis- | 771557" being 4,725 more than in 1836. ‘The whole 1827 469 1320 1789 : ie 
obligatic Sth. Resolved, That the repeated and persevering ef- | number of children between 5 and Z y a oN ho Do meld rani : . if 
with sou forts of the president of the U. S. to force upon the coun- | in the same districts on the 3ist ao ry ogi oo. te pore 3703] ae 
he follogm try the adoption of a sub-treasury scheme against the | was 539,747 ; being 10,634 more than the number 1331 396 3262 3658 Da 
wsbure { will of a majority of the representatives of the people in | school. 4 ; anes 428 2848 39 ma! 
TSDUTE congress, and of the people themselves, manitesta feel-| The amount of public money paid for teachers 1832 4 77 “he 
ges ing regardless of the wishes of the people, and hostile to wages in 1837, was $335,883 ; of which $110,000 1833 474 2573 3047 ae 
cng their best interests, ‘was derived from the common schoo) fund, $19,726 1834 430 2686 3116 { 
6th, Resolved, That as the sub-treasury scheme pro- ‘from local funds belonging to particular towns, and 1835 429 3573 4002 | aa 
poses So great a change in the policy and practice of the $206,157 was raised by tax on the property of the 1836 421 3764 4185 | one 
government, its adoption by any buta decided majori- | $ h b ts. The amount of money paid for teach- 1837 409 7776 8185 “Fak 
oss incint ty of the people through their representatives in con- | habitants. ihe an a 1838 4G4 10860 11324 Ried 
gress, would be a dangerous precedent,in the govern- | €Ts’ wages, m7 addition to the public money men et. $1 to-D ber 31 ee 
ables, Ca meat, and as such should be zealously resisted. tioned above, was $477,875; which amount was From ory fs ©: POCRATE cE Sreme aeaprds ieee | 
$05 % 7th. Resolved, That any construction of the consti- | derived from the contributions of those whose ee pee = t <4 Jenis faa a qe 
385 - tution which imposes upon congress the cons‘itutional | dren were instructed. Total amount paid for teach-! fDocumen re; ese t ~ Phas s - aid. Ae 
130 4 necessity of exacting specie for government dues, is a | ers’ wages, $313,758, tEmbargo. War with Great — . hig 
esq wi fallacy of dangerous tendency, and that congress has The present productive capital of the common|  ||/Opening of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal. aE 
ay J the right to receive, and the credit of the country, and school fund on the 30th Sept. last, was $1,929,707, [ Philadelphia paper. ey 
4k ‘ , the best interest of the people, require, that the bills of having been increased during the year ending that ee 
B18 3 specie paying banks should be received in payment of pe $10 060 chiefly from sales of state lands. | Rank in THE ARMY. The Army aud Navy iH 
Ts on the revenues. ae The act of April last appropriating the proceeds | Chronicle of the 17th ult., gives the decisions of a Bite 
wal oa 3th. Resolved, That opposition to the election of a f th | soot deposited with this state, after | military board, assembled by order of the war de- | ae 
skoessd pe ahd the presidency who supported tue Missouri } © - wee mes Po Fe for the support of col- | partinent, upon certain questions of relative rank i bi 
line im eee a adi sepacrliger fikbetones sales’ temehelelens slignennee schools, provides that | in the quartermaster’s department and corps of en- : at 
of Ma {tutnors. The report of the funds. The report | the residue of that income sha'l be added annually to | gineers. rob board ee ingot ory abe — Bis) 
an made by the fund commissioners developes such a | the capital of the common school fund. The income ctr a i ee a a hte one re =. Bite 
parct'? Condition of the funds as we had not anticipated. | of the former fund will amount to nearly $206,000 co ae Lo jes seu a aha ypu “len 6 ar - ’ 
1: mami The state has already gained by the loans author-|per annum, and the appropriations referred to,|and major Erving. A veigice: p rom the 
wie F ized by the internal improvement act nearly $65,000, | amount to $208,000, viz. to the common schools, to | Chronicle the summary of the or stg 
ta after paying all the interest upon those loans. This | be applied to the payment of teachers, $110,000, and} Assistant quartermasters, with the rank of cap- 
20 oi teks : at ‘ : == . 4 f school district libraries ; | tain, are to rank as captains from the date assigned 
91 Prosperous condition of the funds of the state gives | 53,000 for the purchase of sclioo ; ; , é 
le: . i 28,000, and to celleges,| by the president and senate. Their relative rank 
4 proof that the system of finance created by the|to the literature fund, $28,000, < 0! , [> reledl 
prefer ¥ mie : : = . 3 f about $50,000, to be | is to be determined according to their relative rank 
peer) internal iimprovemett law, is working advanta- | $15,000; leaving a balance o . elt - brevet.) in th h 
the av" Seously for the interest of the community, at the| applied to the increase of the last mentioned fund. by commission, (not by brevet, ) | e army, atthe 
p mies $ i : a PP : iati i listurbed, the | time of their appointment as assistant quarter mas- 
| Sime time that it speaks well for the ability and | Should this appropriation continue undisturbed, |! 4 tai d yp 
per mi aanci: issi it he common school fund will, by the year | ters with the rank of captains, under the law of 
Bre i aancial knowledge of the commissioners. capital of the c : $38. Where commissions of the sa 
Dasa We have been obliginzly presented by Mr. Gate- | 1850, amount to about $3,000,000, without any fur- | 5, Ae te iatethemn. inaiaaanie tare tea rs. 
- st Ki Wood, the secretary of the board, with the follow- | ther provision for its increase ; and the sales of lands | grade and da ik po we + eee vga haghet 
s pe 1s synopsis of the statements made in the report: belonging to if, — er to yield two or a comm , ’ er- 
ared ol 833 * oe! . d thousand dollars. a 
ih OS Oe Ome, iiPhere are eight teachers? departments now estab-| Officers who havgentered the army from the me- 
adi To ain’t ree’d from state treasury $477,919 | lished, in which the whole number of students last | rine poles ~ ba pe Fite popes A in Ser- 
ye From sale of state bonds 4,869,000 | year was $74; being an increase of 90 upon the | vice, are to poten 2 arg tho hee ee as 
oat For interest on deposites 76,204 | number of 1837. The superintendent recommends | the marine corps ente y Register, 
n of” 
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under the head of ‘original entry into service.” 

The other questions submitted and decided relate 
to the rank of individual officers, about which 
doubts and difficulties had arisen. They will be 
found stated at large in the Army and Navy Chron- 
ee. CO” 

A CASE OF Divorce. In the legislature of New 
York, Mr. L. 8. Chatfield called for the considera- 
tion of the report of the committee on grievances, 
on the petition of David Frost, praying that the mar- 


Willis, may be dissolved, and the house agreed to 
entertain the report, (which was adverse.) 

A debate ensued on a motion to recommit, with 
instructions to report a bill of divorce. 

The facts, as proved, were these. The wife of 
Frost, after their marriage, refused to live with him, 
declaring her ‘‘ unconquerable repugnance to 
Frost.” 

It further appears, says the Albany Argus, from 
a letter written by the bride to a former suitor sub- 
sequent to the marriage, that the true secret of her 
‘‘ repugnance” was a prior attachment to the afore- 
said suitor, who, it was averred in the course of the 
debate had contrived the tre of the marriage with 
Frost, to get the lady off his own hands; a plan to 
which the lady was induced to assent, upon the as- 
surance of said suitor that he would be in attend- 
ance at the ceremony, and before “ the word” was 
spoken, would step in and claim her as his bride ; 
but that, failing to do so, the ceremony went on, 
the bride having lost all self possession, being un- 
aware of what she was doing, &c. &c. 

The question on recommitting with instructions 
was put and carried—ayes 76, noes 36. 

So the committee were instructed to bring ina 
bill of divorce. id 

In commenting on this decision of the house, the 
New York American justly says: : 

«‘ This vote, we must frankly say, astonishes us. 
Assuming, as all right-minded persons must, that 
the inviolability of the marriage contract lies at the 
foundation of social morals, it would seem to follow 
that divorce, except for extreme cause, should ne- 
ver be allowed. 

In the case before us what are the facts? ee 
persons of an age to understand and foresee t e.) 
scope and nature of the contract, agree, in the face: 
of heaven and earth, to take each other for better 
for worse, until ‘death do them part.” The hus- 
band acts in good faith, the wife in fraud, and with 
her affections set upon another. But what then? 
Shall she be dispensed from her solemn vows, in 
order that she may rush into the arms of another, 
when those vows were, without constraint or com- 

laint, entered into by her? And, as to the hus- 
and, hard as may be his fate, it is yet one wrought 
out by himself, and of which he must be content to 
bear the evils. 

It is in the interest of morality and social order 
that partial sufferings should not overthrow general 
rules of comprehensive obligation. If incompati- 
bility or repugnance can be sustained as sufficient 

round for divorce, the state of matrimony would 
ose half its sanctity. It would, with such dis- 
pensing power in view, be thoughtlessly or experi- 
mentally entered into by multitudes, who otherwise 
would gravely weigh the responsibilities incident 
to an indissoluble contract. Kise 

No degree of disappointment or distress, in indi- 
vidual cases, where crime is not alleged, should be 
permitted to weigh against the manifold considera- 
tions, social, moral, and religions, that establish 
death as the only divorcer. ; 

We should regret to see these considerations 
made to yield, in the legislature of New York, to 
private sympathies, however naturally excited.” 





AN HONEST MAN. The New York Evening 
Post relates the following instance of sterling in- 
tegrity : 

«« Several years since a merchant of this city be- 
came, in consequence of unforseen circumstances, 
embarrassed in business, and failed for a consider- 
able amount. As his character for integrity was 
never questioned, his creditors submitted without 
complaint to the loss, which they regarded as an 
ordinary commercial casualty. ‘lo the merchant, 
however, the matter appeared in a more serious 
light. The obligation of indemnifying those who 
had trusted him, was never fora moment absent 
from his thoughts. He was yet in the vigor of life, 
skilful in business, and had learned from his mis- 
fortune a useful lesson of prudence. He again en- 
gaged in trade, with the firm determination that 
as soon as he should find himself able, he would 
discharge the last farthing of his debts. 

** His laudable diligence was prospered ; he was 
successful in the business in which he had embark- 


embarrassments, which he had the sagacity to fore- 
see and provide for, and at the end of about five 
years be found himself master of a sum of money 
sufficient for his purpose. 

«On the last day of December, 1838, he made 
out and forwarded to each of his creditors a check 
for the full amount of what he owed him, with 
interest calculated at the rate of seven per cent. 
up to the day of payment, accompanied with an 
invitation to his house the next day. Itis needless 
to say that the invitation was accepted. We doubt 
whether any new year’s gifts, on the coming in of 
1839, were accepted with more satisfaction, or any 
new year’s visits paid with greater pleasure than 
by the creditors who were witnesses to this act of 
honesty. 

«The force of this worthy example will not, we 
hope, be lost upon others who, like the subject of 
this article, have suffered a failure in business and 
afterwards become prosperous. A few instances of 
this kind would place the reputation of our mer- 
chants for integrity beyond question.”’ 





GeorGeE WAsHINGTON. The Edinburg Review 
for Octobery contains the second biographical no- 
tice of the political characters of Biitain, of the 
late reigns, by lord Brougham. Appended to it as 
a delineation of Napoleon—from whom he turns 
his attention by contrast to George Washington, 
whom he designates as ‘‘the greatest man of our 
own or of any age.” The following description is 
the best portraiture of that American patriot which 
ever yet was written. : 

Lord Brougham thus depicts him :—*In Wash- 
ington, we truly behold a marvellous contrast to 
almost every one of the endowments and the vices 
of ‘Napoleon,’ which we have been contemplating ; 
and which are so well fitted to excite a mingled ad- 
miration, and surrow, and abhorrence. With none 
of that brilliant gerins which dazzles ordinary 
minds ; with not even any remarkable quickness of 
apprehension ; with knowledge less than almost all 
persons in the middle ranks, and many well edu- 
cated of the humbler classes possess; this eminent 
person is presented to our observation, clothed in 
attributes as modest, as unpretending, as little cal- 
culated to strike or to astonish, as if he had passed 
unknown through some secluded region of private 
‘life. 

But he had a judgment sure and sound ; a steadi- 
ness of mind which never suffered any passion, or 
even any feeling, to ruffle its calm; a strength of 
understanding which worked, rather than forced, its 
way through all obstacles—removing or avoiding, 
rather than overleaping, them. His courage, 
Whether in battle or in council, was as perfect as 
might be expected from this pure and steady tem- 
per ofsoul. <A just man, with a firm resolution ne- 
ver to be misled by others, any more than by others 
over-awed; never to be seduced or betrayed, or 
hurried away by his own weakness or self-delu- 
sions, any more than by other men’s arts; nor ever 
to be disheartened by the most complicated diffi- 
culties, any more than to be spoiled on the giddy 
heights of fortune—such was this great man— 
whether we regard him, sustaining alone the whole 
weight of campaigns, all but desperate, or glorious- 
ly terminating a just warfare by his resources and 
his courage—presiding over the jarring elements of 
his political council, alike deaf to the storms of all 
extremes—or directing the formation of a new go- 
vernment for a great people, the first time that so 
vast an experiment had ever been tried by man— 
or, finally, retiring from the supreme power to 
which his virtue had raised him over the nation he 
had created, and whose destinies he had guided, 
as long as his aid was required—retiring with the 
veneration of all parties, of all nations, of all man- 
kind, in order that the rights of men might te con- 
served, and that his example might be appealed to 
by vulgartyrants. ‘This is the consummate glory ot 
the great American, a triumphant warrior where 
the most sanguine had a right to despair; a suc- 
cessful ruler in all the difficulties of a course whol- 
ly untried; bat a warrior, whose sword only left 
its sheath when the first law of our nature com- 
manded it to be drawn; anda ruler, who, having 
tasted of supreme power, greatly and unostenta- 
tiously desired that the cup might pass from him; 
nor would suffer more to wet his lips, than the most 
solemn and sacred duty to his country and his God 
required ! 

“To his latest breath, did this great patriot main- 
tain the noble character of a captain, the patron of 
peace, and a statesman the friend of justice. Dying, 
he bequeathed to his heirs the sword which he had 
worn in the war for liberty, charging them “ never 
to take it from the seabbard but in self-defence, or 
in defence of their country and her freedom; and 
commanding them that, when it should thus be 








ed; he passed safely through the late commercial | drawn, they should never sheath it nor give it up, 
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er = 
but prefer falling with it in their hands to {he re 
linquishment thereof,’—words, the majesty and 
simple eloquence of which are not surpassed jp ¢} 
oratory of Athens and Rome. It will be the duty 
of the historian and sage, in all ages, to omit = 
occasion of commemorating this illustrious map. 
and, until time shall be no more, will a test of th; 
progress which our race has made in wisdom and 
in virtue be derived from the veneration 
the immortal name of WASHINGTON!” 





characteristic anecdotes of Napoleon than the fo). 
lowing, which may be found in the “ Memoires 4, 
General Rapp.” Fesch was about to remonstra, 
with Napoleon one day, on the war in Spain, 4, 
had not uttered two wofds when Napoleon drawing 
towards the window, asked ‘ Do you see that star» 
It was broad day.—* No” replied the archbisligy 
** Well, as long as I alone can perceive it, I folloy 
my plan and suffer no observations.”? On his ye. 
turn from the Russian campaign, he was deploring 
with deep emotion the death of so many gallay: 
soldiers, mowed down, not by the Cossacks, by 
by cold and hunger. <A courtier seeking to put jp 
his word, added, with a pitiful tone—* We haje 
indeed suffered a great loss.” ‘ Yes,”’ rejoined 
Napoleon, ‘‘ Madame Barilli, the singer is dead” 

FRANCES WRIGHT DarusmMontv. From the Ney 
York New Era. Editors of the New Era: Gent. 
men: I must request the use of your ccelumns ty 


were disappvinted of the occupancy of Concert Hal| 
on Sunday last, that, in order to carry through the 
arrangements now in progress, and which have iy 
view the effectual securing of my auditors and ny. 
self from further interruption, I shall not hold any 
meeting earlier than to-morrow week (Sunday, 
27th.) I expect ina few days positively to an. 
nounce that as the night when I shall deliver the 
deferred discourse on the message of governor Se. 
ward. 

While I regret the necessity which constrains me 
to permit the intervention of another Sunday before 
the fulfilment of my last weeks’ engagement with 
the public, I feel nosmall satisfaction that an oppor 
tunity will thus be afforded to my intended hearers 
and myself of assisting to-morrow evening at the 
benefit of Mr. Offen, in Tammany Hall. 

Whatever may be the prevailing differences of 
opinion on theological subjects, the christian equally 
with the anti-christian, and equally with those fol- 
lowers of truth, wherever found, who stand apart 
from all opinionative sects and parties whatsoever, 
under the broad national standard of common sense 
and the rights of man, one and all must, I conceive, 


every faithful advocate and persevering supporter 
of the first and dearest of all political rights—that 
Of FREE PUBLIC SPEECH. This preciousright Mr. 
Offen has particularly sustained in this city through 
a iong course of years. His benefit to-morrow 
night will afford to all an occasion of aiding in the 
payment of acommon debt to one who has ret: 
dered a great common service. 
F. W. Darusmont. 
January 19. 





NEW ALLOY OF ZINC AND COPPER. A commit: 
tee of the French academy of sciences, is eng: 
ged in investigating a new alloy of zine and cop- 
per, which is said to possess qualities which fit i! 
for extensive use to the aits and manufacturers. 
Its cost will be a little more than that of zine. The 
the pure metal of zinc oxidizes with great facility, 
which renders it unfit for a multitude of uses: the 
alloy, however, is oxidized with great difficulty. 
It will resist, for example, sulphuric acid of 20 de- 
grees of concentration. Hence it may be used for 
mineral waters, for pipes and tubes through which 
acid liquids flow, and in navigation for the sheath- 
ing of vessels, The composition of the alloy de 
pends on the uses to which it is applied: in cir 
cumstances where zinc is commonly used, the 1)- 


metal a small quantity of tin and lead; an addition 
which does not augment the cost of the alloy more 
than a farthing a pound. The alloy which is used 
for boilers, gutters of houses, &e. contains no lead, 
but still, like the other, resists the sulphuric acid 
of twenty degree concentration. 





MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 
Great despatch. Mr. Lewis Cogdell, of Wayne, i” 
formed us that on the evening of the 10th, he killed an 


mington, and delivered them at 2 o’clock in the Wil 
mington market on the 11th, by means of the Wilming: 
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which had been packed on the morning of the 11th. 

Such despatch is worthy of public notice, and proclaims 

more loudly the advantages afforded by railroads to the 

farmer, than thousands of theories and fine spun argu-. 

B ments. We ought, also, to mention that Mr. Cogdell 

lives seven miles from the railroad track, and this dis- 
tance was consequently to be overcome by wagons. 
{ Wilmington (N. C.) Reporter. 


The state of Missouri has paid $2,769 for woif- 


4 scalps. . 
A successful captain. The New York express says: 
«Captain Deming, who takes charge of the ship Mexi- 
can, belonging to Barclay and Livingston, bound for 
Madeira, has made fifty-nine voyages to that port. This 
is a remarkable fact, as it rarely or never happens that 
one individual makes so many voyages to any one 
port.” 

Pacific squudron—disposition of, October 8th, 1838. 
Lexington ona cruise to Mexico (Mazatlan, Acupulco, 
&c.) Falmouth is at Chorillos. Enterprise at Huacho— 

® Boxer and North Carolina at Callao—all well. 

List of officers of the North Carolina. H. i. Ballard, 
commodore—Thos. O. Selfridge, lieut. comdt.—A. G. 
Slaughter, Ist lieutenant. Chaplain, Boggs—Weems, 
Hant, Gills, Ingersoll, lieutenants—J. Wilson, purser, 
H. Hobbs, com. secretary—William Swift, fleet sur- 
geon—J. Brinkerhoff, surgeon—David Harlan, assistant 
surgeon—J. T’. era ecenenct mathematics—C. F. 
McIntosh, master—F. Stanly, passed midshipman— 
Barney, Muse, Winder, Higgins, McLaughlin, Dance, 
Biddle, Ridgely, Weston, Harrol, midshipmen—Ste- 
phenson, gunner—Brady, boatswain—Jones, carpen- 
ter—Brice, sailmaker. 

A Thomsonian physician of Philadelphia, named 
Chauncey, has been found guilty of murder in the second 
degree, tor causing the death of a young female ; she 
had been committed to his care for the purpose of caus- 
ing abortion ! 


Branding. It is stated in the Southern Sun, that 
Tanner, who was recently convicted of manslaughter, 
in Yazoo county, Miss., has been branded in the hand 
with the letter M. sentenced to a fine of $500, and to 
be imprisoned twelve months. 


A fat child. The Lowell Courier describes a girl 
five years of age, who has arrived there from Marlow, 
N. H. on her way to Boston. She is said to be four 
fect in height, four and a half feet around the waist, and 
to weigh 165 Ibs. She is moreover “quite playful and 
sprightly.” 


A fact. There is a manliving about fifty miles north 


Sof this city, who has had twenty-four children by one 


@ males, capable of bearing arms. 


EEE or 


Rear 


wife, eighteen of whom are now full grown, healthy 
‘**In peace prepare 
for war,” is his maxim. [Cin. News. 
Potatoes. The New York market is said to be flooded 
with foreign potatoes; which have reduced the price 
of ali others. Very fine northern potatoes were selling 
at 60 cents per bushel, for the supply of the southern 


') markets. 


The pork business. About 30,000 hogs have been 


® slaughtered this season at Alton, (Ill.,) being double the 


Fis $60,273 06. 
| Salem, 19,601 81. 


a 


epee 


‘ for Detroit. 


quantity packed there in any one previous season. 


Bounty to fishermen. The whole amount of bounty 
paid to fishermen in Barnstable district the past season 
Im Plymouth district, $23,921 72. At 


Movement of troops. Onc hundred recruits left Buffa- 
lo on the 9:h, under the conimand of capt. Clary and 
lieuts. H. W. Allen and H. Fowler, of the 5th infantry, 
They were conveyed in wagons and are 
intended to augment the 2d artillery now stationed at 
fort Gratiot. The steamboat Cincinnati is fitting out 
to take them trom Cleveland to Detroit shuuld ice and 
weather permit. 

A detachment of 160 recruits recently arrived in Buf- 
fulo from New York. 

Seasonable anomalies. Most of our readers, probably, 
are acquainted with the mot ascribed to the wit and 

oet, Rogers. A fady said to him, “ Do you think we 
lave had a colder day than this, Mr. Rogers?” ‘* Not 
Since last summer, madam,” was the reply. 

We are reminded of this wintry summer—on the as- 
8oclating principle of contrast, by the following note, 
Which we have just received from our old friend Mr. 

horburn. [N. Y¥. Com. Adv. 


Hallett’s Cove, January 11, 1839. 

At2 o’clock this day the mercury in my thermometer 
rose to 62, in the shade, and with a northern exposure. 

t the same time a butterfly, such as are seen in May, 
came fluttering from the south, and winged his way 
horthward as far as my eyes could follow him without 
spectacles. 

At 3 P. M., as I was pitching some hay for my horse, 
a large field honey-bee, which had_ probably engaged 
odgings for the winter in the hay-loft, flew out at the 
window, but finding neither fruit nor flowers abroad, 
very prudently betook himself to the green house, (the 
windows of which were open,) and is there now, rang- 
ing at will among the plants in bloom—apparently quite 
Pleased with his new quarters. 

Yours, Grant THORBURN. ' 

New York state prisons. The state prison at Sing 

ing is a profitable concern to the state—its earnings 
after defraying all expenses, having during the past 


year amounted to $17,776. At Auburn, on the con-| 


trary, the expenditures exceeded the receipts by $7,500. 


The convicts at Sing Sing can be very profitably em- 
ployed in getting out stone for buildings. The Auburn 
convicts possess no such advantages, but have to be 
employed on different kinds of manufactures. 

[ Jour. Commerce. 


The following statement, showing the quantity of 


flour inspected in the city of Philadelphia during the 
year 1833, we copy from the Commercial List : 








barrels. hf bb!s. 
Superfine, - - - 253,745 7,476 
Fine, - - - - 21,420 406 
Condemned, - - 12,345 
Middling, - - - 1,312 
Total wheat flour, - 288,822 7,882 
Rye flour - - - 33,428 
do. condemned “ 1,633 
Total rye flour, - 40,111 
Corn meal, - - 51,158 9,108 hhds. 
do. condemned, - 2,268 


The total amounts of produce inspected in the city of 
Baltimore during the year 1833, are as follows: Wheat 
flour, 420,636 barrels, 19,233 half barrels; rye flour, 
15,495 barrels ; corn meal, 1303 hhds. and 6158 barrels. 
Beef, 4458 bbls. ; 353 hf bbls.; pork, 6101 bbls.; 159 
hf bbls. Butter, 11,812 kegs. Lard, 23,822 kegs. Whis- 
key, 7583’ hhds., and 54,361 bbls. Tobacco, 23,626 
hhds.; of these 23,464 hhds. were Maryland tobacco, 
3477 Ohio, 1235 Kentucky, 367 Virginia, 33 Pennsylva- 
nia. The amount of tobacco inspected in 1837, was 
31.089, hhds. 

The number of new brick houses erected at Balti- 
more during the past year is stated to be 365. 


Dayton, Ohio. As an evidence of the rapid growth 
and prosperity of Dayton, Ohio, it is mentioned in the 
Journal, that with a population of about six thousand, 
there were last year erected in that town eighty-nine 
houses. At such arate of increase, the town must soon 
“ enlarge its borders.”’ 


Wire tiller ropes, This ingenious substitute for hem- 
pen ropesin steering steamboats, is found, after a fair 
experiment, to answer admirably the purpose intended. 
No boat should be without thom. 


Ohioand Michigan. There seems now to be but little 
prospect of a renewal of the ‘ Wolverine war,’ as gover- 
nor Mason in his message says he has submitted the 
settlement of the boundary question to distinguished 
counsel, who give their opinion ‘that the people of 
Michigan are bound by the assent, to the terms of their 
admission into the union, as given by the convention 
of January 6, 1837; and that Michigan has no remedy 
left her, known to the constitution and laws of the land, 
by which she can lawfully disturb the boundary line as 
now settled.’ [Cleveland Herald. 


An interesting Christmas party. Mr. James Breed, of 
this town, aged 80, and his wife Sarah 8. Breed, having 
intimated a wish to see his children and descendants 
together, 83 in number, not long since, invited them to 
assemble at his residence in this town. Accordingly 
on the 24th ult., they assembled, husbands, wives, and 
descendants, to the number of 79; nine only being ab- 
sent. ‘The most remarkable fact was that all the de- 
scendants, and their families, with the exception of one 
family, lived within one hundred rods of the place of 
meeting, and could have walked there in five minutes. 

[Lynn Record. 


Pennsylvania senate. The special election of a sena- 
tor to the Pennsyivanva legislature, to supply the vacan- 
cy occasioned by the death of Mr. Cassatt, has resulted 
in the choice of general Miller, the administration can- 
didate, over his whig opponent McFarlane. The ma- 
jorities are as follows: 





Miller’s. Mc Farlane’s. 
Franklin, 259 Adams, 750 
Cumberland, 701 

960 750 
Franklin's birth day. Among the toasts given on the 


17th ultimo at Cincinnati, we find the following. ‘The 
subject of it was well known to the elder members of the 
profession in Philadelphia, by whom the remembrance 
of his many good qualities will never cease to be fondly 
cherished. 

By Thomas S. Moore : Thomas Palmer—the veteran 
type of the queen city of the west, although defaced, bat- 
tered, worn down and squabbled by adversities ; yet never 
forsook the rule that justifies all points. May he re- 
cevie the signature and wnprint of all well wnposed 
forms. 

Mr. Palmer replied briefly to the above toast. 


Deaths in Boston. The annual “ general abstract of 
the bill of mortality’’ for the city of Boston, from January 
Ist 1833, to January Ist 1839, is just published. It ap- 
pears that the whole number of deaths is 1920—which 
for a population of over 80,009 shows a remarkable state 
of health to have prevailed. Of eighty-nine classes of 
disease reported, which caused the deaths, we find the 





following : 
Accidental, 16 
Consumption, 256 
Convulsions, 60 
Delirium tremens, 10 
Drinking cold water, 3 
Intoxication, 24 
Poison, 4 
Drowned, 19 
Diseases unknown, 182 








The interments in Philadelphiain the week endin® 
on the 26th ult. were 98, of which 43 were of children 
under 2 years old. 

The interments in Baltimore for alike period were 
63; of which 29 were children under 2 veaee of age. 

The express mail now runs from New Orleans to 
Augusta, Georgia, and a branch leaves Montgomery, 
Alabama, and runs to Nashville, Tenn. 


A female miser. The Russian countess Branitska, 
recently deceased, left an immense fortune behind—a 
million pounds sterling in specie was found in her cha- 
teau, she had sixty millions of roubles in the bank of 
Russia, and on her estates were one hundred and thirty 
thousand peasants or slaves. Yet so griping was the 
old miseress, that, after a visit to Paris, (where she found 
human hair sold at a high rate,) she had the heads of 
all her female slaves shaved, and the hair shipped to 
France, from whence a handsome return was trans- 
mitted her. 


Died at Hudson, N. Y. on the evening of the 11th 


ult. captain Alexander Coffin, in the 99th year of his age, 


thorn am of September, 1740, on the island of Nan- 
tucket. 


_ He was the bearer of the despatches from Dr. Frank- 
lin, in Paris, announcing the friendly interest the French 
court had manifested toward America. He was twice 
a prisoner during the war—was intimate with John 
Adams, John Hancock, and Samuel Adams, and the 
leading whigs of the revolution—and has since enjoyed 
the most friendly relations with the most prominent 
men of the present day and those preceding them. 


LATEST FROM ENGLAND. 


The packet ship Philadelphia, at New York from 
Pertsmouth, brings London papers to the 24th De- 
cember, inclusive. The annexed items are derived 
from the Commercial Advertiser, Star and Post: 

The steam ship Liverpool made her passage out 
in fourteen days and ten hours. The passengers 
presented to captain Fayrer a gold snuff box, with 
a letter in which they compliment him and his 
vessel very highly. : 

Several of the London papers have published 
the message of the president of the United States, 
entire. 

The supply of grain in the London market is 
short. The arrivals of foreign wheat were mode- 
rately large, and sales were inade at an advance of 
one or two shillings per quarter on fine descrip- 
tions. 

It is not true that the marquis of Normandy is 
to be removed from the government of Ireland. 

The earl of Durham has accepted an invitation 
to dine with the corporation of Hull, of which he 
is lord high steward. 

Considerable uneasiness prevails with respect to 
Belzium, The arrangement with Holland it is 
supposed may be resisted. . 

‘he Manchester chamber of commerce, after a 
long debate, adopted an amended petition for the 
immediate and total abolition of the duties on corn. 
The original petition was for melioration of the 
corn laws. 

Orders had been sent post-haste to Ireland, for 
the embarkation of troops—the 2d dragoon guards 
—for England, in consequence of the disturbances 
in the northern counties. ‘They were embarked in 
steam packets for Liverpool. 

A letter from Quebec is published in the Courier 
of 24th, professing to give an outline of what lord 
Durham intends to propose in parliament, respect- 
ing the Canadas. Its principal features are, 

anada, and divide the 





‘To abolish the name of 
two provinces into four, with the names of Quebec, 
Montreal, Kingston and Toronto—these, with the 
provinces of New Brunswick, &c., to bear the 
general naine of British North America. 

The British N. A. to have a secretary and office 
for itself in London, and be governed by a viceroy. 

Each province to have its own legislature, and 
the whole country to_be divided into municipali- 
ties, the people thereof electing their own officers. 

The clergy reserves, Jesuits’ estates, and all 
funds for education, to be thrown into one general 
fund, and distributed among the school districts. 

Each province to send one or more members to 
the British parliament. : 

Great arrangements to be made for internal im- 
provement and for steam navigation with England.” 


The London papers give long accounts of two 
highly successful first appearances in opera—at 
Paris of Mademoiselle Pauline Garcia, sister of 
Madame Malibran, and at Venice of Miss Adelaide 
Kemble, sister of Mrs. Butler. 

The French chamber of deputies elected M. 
Dupin their president on the 19th of December, at 
the third ballot. The vote was, for Dupin, 183; 
Passy, 178; scattering, 4. 

The evacuation of Ancona by the French troops 
had been carried into effect. ; 

The duchess of Wirtemburg, (princess Mary of 








France,) instead of being dead was getting better. 
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The bank of Belgium, a private institution, had 
stopped payment, an event which caused no little 
sensation and alarm at Brussels, Antwerp, Liege, 
&c. The creditors had had a meeting, and agreed 
to allow the bank a delay of three moriths. 

The papers announced the death of field marshal 

rince Wrede, Bavaria, distinguished in the Napo- 
eon wars. He was in the 72d year of his age. 

The speech of the queen uf Portugal at the open- 
ing of the éortes on the 9th of December, is in the 
London papers of 24th. It presents nothing of in- 
terest. 

The Handelsblad (Dutch paper) affirins that the 
British government have notified the government 
of Belgium that the first gun fired on its part will 
be considered a declaraticn of war against Europe. 

Egypt. Mehemet Ali was quietly proceeding on 
his journey to Upper Egypt, and had crossed No- 
vember 7th the cataract of the Nile. We regret to 
hear that he had suspended the work on the Suez 
railroad, demanding such conditions as col. Camp- 
bell, the English agent, could not assent to. 

American stocks on the 22d of December: five 
per cent. Alabama, 834 to 844; five per cent. In- 
diana, 85; five per cent. Louisiana (Barings) 953 
to 96; five per cent. Louisiana (Lizardi’s) 963 to 
97; six per cent. Mississippi, 93; five per cent. 
do. pound sterling, 93; six per cent. Ohio, 1856, 
101 to 102; five per cent. New York, 91 to 95. 
There had not been much doing for the week up to 
Saturday the 22d. 

London, Dec. 22—City, twelve o’clock. ‘ The 
French funds having come lower from Paris this 
morning, owing, we believe, to some extensive 
sales which were made by sufferers, the failure 
of the Belgium Bank, consols are not quite so firm, 
being quoted at 93} to § for the opening. Exche- 
quer bills are 63 to 55 premium, bank stock is 202 
to 2034; and India stock for the account 262. The 
— have purchased £9,000 reduced at 

**Two o'clock. There is nothing going on in the 
different stock markets, and the prices of the differ- 
ent securities remain the same.”’ 

London, Dec. 24, two o’clock. The English funds 
have been a little upon the advance since this 
morning. Consols are 93} buyers for the opening. 
We have no alteration to notice in the foreign mar- 
ket or in the value of shares. 


London grain market, Dec. 24. The supply of 


English last week very short, and this morning the 
show by land carriage samples was very moderate. 
Fine dry parcels were taken at 1s per quarter ad- 
vance, and aclearauce was made at terms fully 
equal to this day se’night. We had a liberal ar- 
rival of foreign wheat last week. For fine des- 
criptions ls a 2s per quarter advance was obtain- 
able, but for cargoes at all out of condition no ad- 
vance could be obtained. 

Liverpool cotton market, December 22. Tie con- 
tradictory reports of the state of the cotton crop 
have unsetéled the market here very considerably. 
There is, however, an advance in prices, from 4d 
to 4d generally. There has been more activity to- 
day, and the sales inay be reported {froin 9,000 to 
10,000 bales. Surats are selling 4d per Ib. above 
last week’s rates. 1,500 from 53 to 6d. Americans 
from 6} to 84d. New Orleans are reported to be 
generally inquired for, and sold at 93d. 


FLORIDA WAR. 

We have heretofore published the letters of Dr. 
Lawson, surgeon general of the army of the United 
States, and of general Hernandez, in favor of the 
policy of settling the disturbed part of Florida with 
armed settlers, and have also adverted to gov. Call’s 
message to the Florida legislature on the same sub- 

ect, aud to the same effect. In addition to these 

igh testimonials in favor of that policy, we have 
now to add that of general Jesup, whose knowledge 
of the subject must be admitted to be full, and 
whose opinion tnust be entitled to great weight. 
He is decidedly in favor of the plan, not only as the 
best, but as almost the only way of clearing Florida 
of the hostile Indians. [ Globe. 





Locust Grove, near Louisville, Ky. 


. January 19, 1839. 


DEAR siR: I have received your letter of the 5th 
instant, with a copy of the bill to provide for the 
armed occupation and settlement of Florida. If the 
plan which you propose can be carried out, the In- 
dians may be gradually destroyed, or forced to sub- 
mit; and I know of no other measure likely to rid 
the country of them, unless by following the exam- 

le of the British government in their war with the 
aroons in Jamaica, we employ the blood hound. 
The only doubt I entertain as to the complete suc- 
cess of the plan, arises from the apprehension that 
the quantity of good land south of the 28° of north 
latitude, is not sufficient to induce settlers to occu- 





py it; north of that degree, the country is generally 
equal to the southern counties of Georgia and Ala- 
bama ; but south of it, the good land is confined to 
a few detached spots along the coast on both sides of 
the peninsula ; and fresh water can rarely be obtain- 
ed on the gulf coast south of Charlotte’s harbor, 
even where the land is fit for cultivation. Between 
the mouth of the Withlacoochee and Tampa Bay, 
there is a considerable body of excellent land ; there 
is also good land near Tohap Kilaga; and between 
the Ocklawaha and St. Johns rivers, I have no 
doubt healthy situations for stations or residences 
may be found; and as tothe country north of the 
Withlacoochee, it is quite as healthy as the greater 
portion of the western and southwestern states ; and 
the whole seaboard is as healthy as any part of our 
Atlantic seaboard south of the Delaware. I would 
advise that the planters and farmers be urged to re- 
turn tothe plantations and farms which they have 
abandoned, and that the whole country north of 
Tampa Bay be settled as soon as possible. The 
coasts of Florida afford as valuable fisheries, in pro- 
ortion to their extent, as the banks of New Found- 
and; and though the country south of Tampa 
Bay affords but little induce:nent to the cultivator, a 
population sufficient to confine the Indians to the 
interior might find near the coast abundant support 
by combining fishing with cultivation. A supply 
of fresh water could be obtained from the adjacent 
islands. | 
The posts to be occupied by the troops must* de- 
pend, necessarily, upon the number and position of 
the settlements. There should always be a suffi- 
cient force in the neighborhood of each settlement 
to serve as a rallying point to the settlers, and to 
unite with them either jor purposes of protection or 
pursuit. There is a small body of good land on 


} | New river, also on the Miami river near Cape Flori- 


da, which was occupied previous to the war. Two 
or three hundred inhabitants might support them- 
selves coinfortably on that portion of the territory. 
No part of the United States is more healthy. A 
ight-honse is necessary in that neighborhood ; and 
so valuable is the commerce that passes that part of 
the coast, and so numerous the wrecks in conse- 
quence of the difficulty of the navigation, that, to 
protect the crews and property cast on shore, the 
country should be settled, and military posts be es- 
tablished on New river, and near Cape Florida. 

There is a body of excellent land near Cape Sa- 
ble, the most southerly point on the peninsula, 
which would support several hundred inhabitants. 
This it would be highly advantageous to occupy as 
soon as possible. A military post should be estab- 
lished and maintained at the cape. Posts will be 
necessary at Indian river inlet, at the. head of In- 
dian river, at New Smyrna, and at one or two other 
points between the latter pust and St. Augustine. A 
post should be established at Punta Rosa, south of 
Tampa, and at one or two points between Tampa 
and the mouth of the Suwannee; those points of 
course to be determined by the settlements that may 
be made on or near the coast. The posts across the 
country from the gulf to the Atlantic should not be 
considered permanent, but be changed as the settle- 
ments in the interior be advanced to the sonth. I 
have read the letter of surgeon general Lawson, and 
agree with him generally in his views. As to the 
war which we have carried on in Florida, it differs 
not only from any ever before waged by this country, 
but from any other of which we have an account in 
history, unless fie Maroon war in Jamaica be an 
exception. The object has been and is now, not to 
beat and compel the enemy to make peace, but to 
catch them. No force employed against thein, either 
in the former or present Seminole war, no matter by 
whom commanded, has ever been able to catch 
them; and my decided opinion is, if they ever be 
caught, it must be with their own consent ; and that 
consent will hardly be given until they find the 
white man in their way. Let them be crowded. by 
settlers, and that which has invariably occurred 
throughout the whole history of our settlements will 
occur again; they will not only consent to remove, 
but will desire it asthe greatest benefit the nation 
can confer upon them. 

With high consideration and respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
TH. 8. JESUP. 
The hon Tho. H. Benton, 
Chairman of the military com. of the senate. 

The last accounts from Florida, received by way 
of Savanna, are from St. Augustine to the 24th 
ultimo. Capt. Lloyd J. Beall, of the dragoons, cap- 
tured, on the 24th ultimo, near the A-ho pop-ka 
laké, two Indian men, and two boys and twelve 
women and children. On the 20th, near fort 
Brooke, a party of five Indians fired on a wagoner 
while with his team, and severely wounded him in 





the breast, but not so badly as to prevent his escape. 





, a 
On the 21st, captain Tompkins came up with their 
cainp and captured their camp equipage ; the In. 
dians effected their escape. 

Posts, we understand, are to be re established at 
fort Pierce, (Indian river,) fort Lauderdale, and 
Key Biscayne. Active preparations are making fo, 
that purpose. 





PUBLIC ‘LANDS. 
From the National Intelligencer. 

The official table, furnished by the secretary of the 
treasury, upon a call made by the senate, at the jp. 
stance of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, which we haye 
the pleasure to present to our readers to day, js q 
most interesting document. It exhibits, at one view 
the amount which each of the states of the Union 
would have received, under the bill for distributin 
the proceeds of the sales of public lands, introduced 
by that senator, and which passed both houses of 
congress some years ago—discriminating between 
the additional per centage allowed fo the new States, 
and the portions which were assigned to all the 
members of the confederacy, in common,-up to the 
30th of September, 1838, the period of the last re. 
turns. 

It is iinpossible to inspect this table withcut fee]. 
ings of profound regret, on accouut of the arrest of 
that enlightened measure, and the manner of its ar. 
rest. It was defeated by the late president of the 
United States declining to return the bill to the 
house in which it originated, according to the requi- 
sition of the constitution in such case made and po. 
vided. That was a bold, not to say arbitrary course, 
which we hope that no president of the United States 
will hereafter dare to pursue. Had the bill been re. 
turned in conformity to the obvious intention of the 
constitution, there is much reason to believe that it 
might have obtained the sanction required by the con- 
stitution, and thus have become the law of the land, 
Who can venture to describe, in adequate terms, the 
vast benefits which would have resulted from the 
enactment of that law? It would, in the first place, 
have settled, on a broad, coinprehensive, and states. 
manlike plan, the whole question of the public do. 
main, comprising all that is situated within the new 
states and territories, and reaching beyond the Rocky 
mountains to the Pacific ocean. Ay, would have 
setiled it for ages, during which the existing and yet 
unborn states of this vast confederacy would have 
semi-annually received, in equal and just propor- 
tions, according to their respective federal numbers, 
their legitimate share of a common fund, created by 
their joint blood and their joint treasure. For, al- 
though the bill was limited to a prescribed term of 
years, it cannot be doubted that its beneficent opera- 
tion would have secured its perpetual continuance. 
It would, in the next place, have averted all those 
public afflictions which have sprung from a great 
surplus in the public treasury, and from its sudden 
distribution in large masses. 

The operation of the bill was to have commenced 
on the Ist of January, 1833, and thereafter the fund 
was to have been seini-annually paid out to the 
states, as from time to time it flowed in. Thus, the 
money coming in from the people, as the considera- 
tion for the common property of the people, would 
have been returned to them, in arate and fructily- 
ing streams, through the channels of their respective 
states. And to what glorious objects of physical and 
intellectual improvement might not the ample fund 
have been dedicated? And last, though not least, 
what imagination is sufficiently strong even to con- 
ceive the cementing intiuence of the measure, and 
its invigorating power upon the destiny and duration 
of this happy union? This was the patriotic theme 
on which its author appeared ever to dweil with the 
most coidial delight. We have already abundait 
reasons and motive to desire the perpetuity of this 
confederacy. But, if to these we could superadd the 
powerful motive of a half-yearly distribution, among 
its members, of the great and growing fund arising 
from the proceeds of the annual sales of the public 
domain, which of them would ever be mad enough 
to think of dissolving a connexion fraught with such 
lasting and inestimable benefits ? 

What the amount would have been which each 
state should have received, upon this plan, during 
the past five or six years, may be seen from the table 
which we now publish. What will be the increase 
of that amount in future years depends upon our 
rapidly increasing population. We know that it 
must be great, though it baffles all calculation. 

Whilst on the subject of the ‘public demain, we 
cannot pass by the opportunity of expressing the 
gratification that we have derived from what we 
consider the decisive votes of the house of represen- 
tatives, within the two last days, against the gradua- 
tion bill—an ill-timed ‘measure, which, as we verily 


believe, would have been the eutering wedge to the ul- & 


timate loss of this great national property, and which 
moreover contained an invidious discrimination be- 
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ye residents of eu shay tp ag in 
. wi yht to purchase the public lauds at the re- 
eee (or which the bill provided. Some of 
+. iolitical friends, we know, favored the bill; but 
aE vill not take it amiss, that, on this question 
. ublic policy, a great question independent of all 
Bs considerations, we should differ frou them in 


inion. 


reen tl 


REPORT FROM THE TREASURY. 
Treasury depariment, Jun. 17, 1839. 
Sir; In compliance with the resolution of the 
spate of the 10th instant, directing the secretary 
rthe treasury ‘to report to the senate the propor- 
on of the nett proceeds of the public lands which 
ach sta‘e would have received up to and including 
,e first of January, 1839, under the bill entitled «An 
ct to appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds 
f the sales of the public lands of the United States, 
nd for granting lands to certain states,’ which pas- 
ad both houses of congress, if it had received the 
anrobation of the president,’’ I transmit herewith 
communication received from the commissioner 
f the general land office, accompanied by a tabular 
tatement, which, it is believed, contains the infor- 
nation desired up to to the latest date practicable. 
[have the honor to, remain, very respectfully, 
our obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
The hon. R. M. Johnson, 
President of the senate. 
General land office, Jan. 16, 1839. 
Sir: Azreeably to your request, there is herewith | 
ubmitted a tabular statement, prepared under the 
esolution of the senate of the 10th instant, show- 
ng the proportion of the nett proceeds of the pub- 
ic lands which each state would have received up 
oand including the 30th September, 1833, under 
he bill entitled «* An act to appropriate, for a limi- 
edtime, the proceeds of the sales of the public 
ands of the United States, and for granting land to 
ertain siates,”? which passed both honses of con- 
ress, if it had received the approbation of the pre- 
ident. 
The resolution calls for the exhibition of the pro- 
portion accruing to each state upto and including 
he Ist January, 1839; but inasmuch as the ac- 
Pcounts for the fourth quarter of the past year have 
been as yetonly partially rendered by the receiv- 
rs of public moneys, this office is not enabled to 
ring the exhibit down toa later period than 30th 
eSeptember last. 
> With great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
u JAS. WHITCOMB, commissioner. 
© Hon. Levi Woodbury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Exhibit of the proportion of the nett proceeds of 
the sale of the public lands which each state 
>) would have received up to and including the 30th 
) of September, 1838, under the bill entitled « An 
) act to appropriate, for a limited time, the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands of the United 
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States, and for granting lands to certain states ; 
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the expenses incident to the sale of the lands, and | 
/ 


the amount of the two, three, and five per cent. 
funds, accruing to the several states under com- 


pacts entered into with them on their admission | 


into the union, being first deducted. 
Twelve anda Total amount of 














half per cent. nett proceeds 
on the nett that would have 
STATES. proceeds of been received by 
sales in each each stale, 

of the states 

in which the 

public lands 

: are sitnated. 

Ohio, $554,182 $4,557,932 
Indiana, 1,182,404 2,646,744 
linois, 1,126,724 1,797,554 

lssouri, 559 793 

labama,, 845 334 
MISSissippi, 1,201,193 1,672,294 
ouisiana, 248.319 982,149 
chigan, 401 016 443,196 
rkansas, 96,818 134,905 
aine, 1,705,295 
New Hampshire, 1,149,714 
> ssachusetts, 2,605,734 
ode Island, 414,897 
onnecticut, 1,270 633 
ermont, 1,198,058 
ew York, 8,190,102 
ew Jersey, 1.365.691 
ennsylvania, 5,754 697 
e aware, 322,003 
faryland, 1,732,475 
ifginia, 4,369,167 
orth Carolina, 2,730,979 
outh Carolina, 1,942,432 
eorgia, 1,834 794 
ennessee, 2,669,148 
entucky, 2,654,502 
$6,215,783 $57,227,520 
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Twelve and a half per. cent. on the nett 
roceeds to the states in which the pub- 





ic lands are situaied, af $6,215,788 

Neit ‘proceeds that would have been divi- i 
ded among all the states, 51,011,732 
$57,227,520 





THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

In the last « ReaisTER” we published certain re- 
solutions submitted by Mr. Tyler to the house of 
delegates of the Virginia legislature. They were, 
after much disenssion, modified and passed on Sat- 
urday the 26th ult., as follows : 


1. Resolved, That the public lands held by the Uni- 
ted States, beleng in common to ail the states, and that 
each and all are entitled to participate in the benefits 
derivable therefrom. (Passed unanimo sly.) 

2. Resolved, That itis amongst the solemn duties de- 
volved upon the congress of the United States, * faith- 
fully and bona fide” to dispose of the public lands in 
such manner as will equally enure to the benefit of all 
the states who may now be, or shall hereafier, become 
members of this confederacy: and that this general as- 
sembly depreeates the adoption of all such measures by 
congress as shall have a contrary tendency. (Passed 
unanimously.) 

3. Resolved, That whilst this general assembly views 
with becoming pride the rapid growth of the new states, 
and would do nothing to check their advance in wealth 
and power, it nevertheless cannot fail to perceive, in the 
bill for graduating the price of the public lands, and some 
of the other propositions now pending before congress, 
the germ of measures calculaied to unsctile the eondi- 
iionseon which the public lands were acquired by the 
U. States, and greatly to impair the equality of benefits 


arising from the same, in which Virginia, In common! - ey é 
,In the city of Richmond, to consider of the best 


with all the states, is jusily entitled to participate. 


(Ayes 114, noes 13.) 

4. Resolved, That the lands which were ceded by 
the several states to the U. &., were ceded in trust for 
the common benefit of all the states; and this general 
assembly doth earnestly urge upon congress the speedy 
adoption of some equitable plan for the distribution of 
the nett proceeds of the sales thereof among the siates. 
(Ayes 77, noes 49.) 

5. Resolved, That the lands acquired by the U.S., by 
purchase, are held in trust, for the common benefit of all 
he states; and this genera! assembly doth declare the 
opinion, that the most just and equiable plan for dis- 
posing of the nett proceeds of the sales thereof, is by 
distributing the same in just proportions among ail the 
states. (Ayes 76, noes 52.) 

6. Resolved, That the principles of justice and equali- 
ty require that the government of the United Siates 
should account with such of the stvtes as have received 
a0 appropriation from the public lands, or of money 
arising from the sales thereof, in such manner as will 
place said siates on an equal footing in this respect with 
the states that have received appropriations. (Aycs 72, 
noes 49.) 

7. Resolved, nevertheless, That, by the feregoing reso- 
lutions, urging the distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, this genera! assembly doth 
not mean, in any event, to infringe or disturb the act of 
concress, the 2d of March, 1833, for the settlement of 
the tariff, commonly calied the compromise act; but, 
on the contrary, it hereby declares and resolves, that 
ihe said compromise act should he held sacred and in- 
violate. (Ayes 83, noes 39.) 

8. Resolved, That the governor of this commonwealth 


transmit the foregoing report and resolutions to each of 


the senators and representatives in congress from this 
state, with a request that the same be laid before the 
two houses of congress. 

9. Resolved, That the governor be requested to com- 
municate a copy of said preambie and resolutions to 
the executive ofeach sta’e in this union, with a request 
to submit the same to their respective legislatures. 





POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
From the Richmond Enquirer. 
AN APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE. ‘Ihe committee 


1,116,530 | appointed under the resolution of the late meeting 
1.965.934 | of the members of the general assembly, friends ot 


the present administration, have, according to or- 
der, had the same under consideration, and res- 
pectfully submit the following report and resolu- 


a WM. SMITH, 
N. E. VENABLE, 
JOS. S WATKINS, 
JOHN WOOLFOLK. 

Note. Mr. John T. Anderson was one of the 
committee to prepare the address and resolutions, 
and assented to the same. 

To the democratic republicans of Virginia: 

It is known to you, feliow-citizens, that ever 
since the adoption of the federal constitution, you 
have bad to encounter an insidious, active, and un- 
tiring foe. This foe, composed in part of those 


‘who disbelieve the capacity of freemen to govern 


themselves, and who deem a privileged and irre- 
sponsible class essential to the stability of all good 





government, you have often encountered and re- 


ee tt tt pon 

















peatedly overthrown. But, undismayed by dis. 


aster, and unconquered by defeat, your enemy is 
again preparing for the coming struggle. With 
shouts of encouragement, swelling with the breeze, 
they urge forward to the struggle, and exclaim— 
“What though former fields have been lost 2 
Allis not lost! The unconquerable will, 
- And study of revenge—immortal hate— 
_ And courage never to submit or yield,” 
is ours. 

In this spirit, fellow-citizens, our political adver- 
saries are preparing for the spring election. Led 
by choice, or driven by necessity, to sustain that 
obnoxious politician, Henry Clay, they seek to 
witbhold from your view that his election to the 
presidency wauld necessarily involve the re-estab- 
lishment of a national bank and a revival of the 


( tariff policy. Madly seeking victory, they have 


elsewhere allied themselves to the dark spirit of 
abolition, a demon more malignant than he “who 
first seduced the mother of mankind.” Stimulated 
by the hope of fixed and irreconcileable differences 
among yourselves, they appear determined to re- 
frain from no eifort, and refuse no measure that 
will tend to that result, for which they have so 
often struggled, but so often in vain. 

Under these imposing circumstances, should you 
not be up and doing? Will you put forth no effort 
to sustain yourselves—no efiort to overcome those 
over whom you have so often triumphed? 

Under a profound conviction of the deep impor- 
tance of the present crisis, your republican fellow- 
citizens of the general assembly have deemed it 
wise to recommend a convention of the friends of 
the present administration, to meet at the capitol, 


means to restore our ancient harmony, and to ad- 
vance the great principles of free government; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That a convention of the republican party 
of Virginia do assemble at the capitol, in this city, on 
the 3d Monday of March next. 

Resolved, 'That. each county, town, and borough of 
this commonwealth, be requested to appoint one or 
more delegates to unite with the present republican 
members of the general assembly in forming such con- 
vention, especially those counties, towns, or boroughs 
which are not now represented in the general assembly 
by republicans. : 

Resolved, 'That it be recommended to the republi- 
eans of the state, where it is found inconvenient to 
‘send delegates, to appoint a proxy or proxies to repre- 
sent them in the said convention. 

Resolved, That the republican members of the gen- 
eral assembly will heartily aid in promoting the objects 
of the proposed convention. 

Resolved, That the editor of the Richmond Enquirer 
and other republican papers in this state, are requested 
to publish the address and resolutions adopted by this 
meeting. 

These rezolutions were adopted, and the blank 
in the first resolution filled, by an adjourned meet- 
ing of the republican members of the general as- 
sembly, in the senate chamber, on Tuesday night, 
the 29th instant, Mr. Opie, of the senate, in the 
chair, and Mr. Venable, of the house of delegates, 
secretary. The roll was called, and about sixty 
members appeared in person or by proxy. 


From the Richmond Enquirer. 

We lay the preceding address before the repub- 
licans of Virginia with unbounded satisfaction. It 
is tine indeed to be “ upand doing.” It is time to 
arouse the democracy of the land; to reorganize 
our party; to call forth the people ; to dissipate the 
jarring elements of division; to extinguish the 
torch of discord, if possible ; or, if some few will 
not reunite, to rally together all the good men and 
the true, and march forth in battle array, with clo- 
sed shields, to combat the enemies of the republican 
party, the friends of Mr. Clay, and the advocates of 
a national bank. It is hoped that ihe appeal of the 
republican members of the legislature will not be 
in vain, and that the democracy will turn out and 
appoint their delegates to attend the convention. 

An effort is about to be made to reunite the party. 
The call is made upon the friends of the administra- 
tion only. Any man who prefers a whig candidate 
to Mr. Van Buren, or who is not disposed to lend 
a liberal support to the present administration, had 
better join the whig ranks at once, for the preceding 
invitation is, of course, not addressed to him. The 
address is intended not for enemies, but for friends, 
for those who are the friends of the administration, 
whatever may be their opinions on the sub-treasu- 
ry question. We understand enough of the temper 
and the proceedings of the 4 hepa who send 
forth this address, to believe that such is the libe- 
ral spirit in which they address their countrymen. 
They address themselves to the friends of the ad- 
ministration—to those who are disposed to co-ope- 
rate with them in the re-election of Mr. Van Buren, 
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and in the exclusion of a whig candidate from the 
presidential chair. 

The convention has other objects to promote. 
We wish to animate and confirm our friends, and 
convince them of the importance of the present 
crisis—to consult together for the protection of 
southern interests, now menaced by northern fanat- 
icism—to bring out our strong men in all the coun- 
ties, and secure concert ofaction—to reiterate and 
vindicate our great principles—to counteract the 


designs of our political opponents, who predicate. 


their success upon fomenting our family quarrels, 
and to agree upon the measures which, if boldly and 


vigorously pursued, willensure us a decisive and 
glorious triumph. In these designs have they not 
a right to expect the hearty co-operation of the re- 
publicans throughout Virginia? Would it not be 
an insult to their patriotism and intelligence to 
dwell on these great objects, with the view of recon- 
ciling them to the measure which our friends in the 
general assembly have adopted? 


SWARTWOUT DEFALCATIONS. 
Letter from the secretary of tne treasury, in reply to a 
resolution of the house of representatives of 31st 
ultimo, in relation to the defulcation of Samuel 
Swartwout. 





Treasury department, 
January 7, 1839. 

Sir: The following report is submitted in reply 
to a resolution of the house of representatives, adopt- 
edonthe 3istultimo. = 

Respecting the first inquiry, as to the causes why 
the secretary of the treasury could not ascertain the 
defalcation of the late collector of New York when 
it first commenced, in A. D. 1830, and at subse- 
quent periods, I would state, that an explanation 
concerning fhem has been given, at some length, in 
the special report recently presented to congress. 
One of these causes was, that, by the existing laws, 
the accounting officers of the government are intend- 
ed, and are organized, with a view to detect defaults, 
and not the office of the secretary of the treasury. 
The other was, that “the weekly and monthly re- 
turns,”’ with the records referred to as being in the 
secretary’s office, are not required by any jaw for 
the discovery of defaults. They have been volun- 
tarily directed by the department in order to have 
at command information which mp | often be useful 
to itself and congress for various objects connected 
with commerce and the finances. If these returns, 
however, are truly made, they would, in the event 
of a considerable default, excite suspicion with the 
secretary, and, on further inquiries elsewhere, a de- 
tection might take place. But, in the case of the 
late collector of New York, as shown in the special 
report before mentioned, these returns appear, dur- 
ing the whole period, to have concealed, by means 
of fraud and falseliood, the true state of the collec- 
tor’s accounts, and, consequently, to have thus pre- 
vented any apprehension of wrong. For fuller ex- 
planations on this point, reference is made to that 
special report. 

The resolution next calls for a copy of the cir- 
cular of November, 1835. It is annexed. 

That circular contained no new instructions, but, 
like a similar one in 1818, was designed to present 
a recapitulation, or condensation, of the substance 
of several circulars which had been issued in former 

ears. Some of these, it was supposed, had been 
ost, by time or accident, at a few of the ports, and 
others overlooked. it was, therefore, considered 
useful to recall the attention of all collectors in the 
United States to the contents of the whole of them. 
The resolution further requests copies of all the re- 
turns made by the collectors of New York, in com- 
pliance with the circular; but those returns are so 
numerous on the files of this and the register’s of- 
fice, that to copy them would require, for several 
months, all the clerical force that could be spared 
from the current business of the two offices. Pre- 
suming that the house of representatives was not 
aware of this when the resolution passed, I have 
proceeded to report on the other parts of it without 
delay, and shall postpone the making of those copies 
till the wish of the house is signified in respect to 
them, after a knowledge of the facts just mentioned. 
A letter from the register on this subject is annex- 
ed. Another inquiry relates to the discontinuance 
of a practice to enter on the books of this office the 
sums named in the quarterly accounts seceived by 
the first auditor. 

It appears from the statement of the recent acting 
auditor, that the head of that office, or his clerks, 
have omitted to send those accounts to this office to 
be entered, since November, 1835. The cause of 
this omission is stated in that office to have been 
an inconvenient detention of them here. But as 
the entries here were not required by any act of 
congress, were seldom or never used, and the rea- 
son for making them was not known, (since the 


amounts in them, when desired, could always be 
ascertained by going to the auditor’s room,) the 
omission to continue the entries was not deemed ma- 
terial by the clerk having charge of them, and was 
never reported to the head of the department. I 
cannot now discern that any practice ever existed 
in this office to make periodical or other compari- 
sons between the weekly returns and those entries, 
while they were continued. Some of the clerks in- 
quired of on this subject, have been here more than 
twenty years, and never knew one to prevail. Nor 
can any regulation or circular be found alluding to 
such a weagren On the contrary, my own usage 
always has been to examine, personally, when re® 
ceived, every weekly or monthly return; and, if 
any thing suspicious appeared on its face, then te 
institute such an inquiry in the accounting offices, 
concerning the balances returned’ and adjusted 
there, or in the collector’s and receiver’s offices, 
concerning the funds on hand, as the nature of the 
doubt or apprehension might seem to require, in 
order to ascertain the real state of the case. I pre- 
sume that a similar practice was pursued by my 
predecessors, except that in some cases this exami- 
nation may have been made by an appropriate clerk 
rather than im person. But when, in November 
last, the acting auditor suggested that the continu- 
ance to make those entries, and the institution of a 
regular comparison between their amounts and the 
weekly returns might be useful in detecting de- 
faults, [ felt disposed to leave nothing undone which 
might possibly be beneficial in that respect. For 
this reason, therefore, though, from my own ex: 
perience, and the statement of the comptroller and 
solicitor in the special report, such a practice would 
seldom be likely to lead to any discovery of such 
defaults as that of the recent collector at New York, 
I deemed it expedient, among other precautious, 
till congress should establish more efficient safe- 
gaurds, to require the first auditor to make returns 
each week of the balances of the different accounts 
rendered to him for settlement, and also of the ba 

lances each week found to be actually due. The 
clerk having charge of the weekly and monthly re- 
turns, was then directed to make a comparison of 
the proper one with those balances, and report to 
ine any suspicious difference, in order that, in such 
case, further suitable inquiry might be instituted. 
This might sometimes lead to adetection. But 
any information thus obtained, must, in general, be 
very unsatisfactory and conjectural, independent of 
the results of the actual settlement by the account- 
ing officers, and of the check at the large ports by 
the naval officer, because the account, as rendered, 
is seldom adjusted for the same amount ; the account 
as settled, is often closed with suspended claims 
and vouchers of many thousand dollars, not at first 
allowed: the vouchers and accounts may be falsi- 
fied as well as the weekly returns ;: and. if not so, 
the comparison must take place in the accounts 
from the large ports, generally from three to five 
months after the weekly returns relating to them 
are made; three months being now given by law to 
prepare their accounts for settlement, atid two 
months more being often occupied before a settle- 
inent is completed. 

In answer to the next request, for my opinion 
whether the late naval officer at New York could 
have detected the recent default there had he per- 
formed his duty as the law requires, I would state, 
that he probably might have discovered some parts 
of it, but not the whole. 


It is to be reinembered, however, that a former 
comptroller put a construction on the requirements 
of the law, as to the duties of the naval officer, dif- 
ferent from that which is now pnt; and, as long 
ago as 1821, by a circular, gave instructions that 
the certificate of the naval officer was not required 
to the correctness of a certain class of expenditures. 
This opened a door for the escape from detection of 
various speculations, if attempted, and especially at 
such a port as New York, where the vast extent of 
the business must render it very difficult for the 
naval officer, without an increased number of clerks, 
to perform all his duties with promptitude and effi- 
ciency. But that circular has been recently re- 
pealed. A copy of it may be seen in a report to the 
house of representatives on the 4th instant, in com- 
pliance with another of its resolutions. 


The last request is, for copies of any correspon- 
dence with William M. Price concerning the official 
bonds of the late collectorat New York, with copies 
of the bonds themselves. So far as any such corres- 
pondence has been found, copies of it are annexed ; 
as are also copies of the bonds. 
Respectfully, 

LEVi WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

Hon. James K. Polk, 





Speaker of the house of reps. U. S. 


ns 


STATE OF THE TREASURY AND Expny [ 


DITURES OF GOVERNMENT. 

In the house of representatives, January 24, 1839 
Mr. Cambreleng, {rom the committee of Ways ne 
means, submitted the following report on the st re 
of the treasury and the expenditures of gover ; 
ment. ° 
By the 63d rule of the house of representatives it 


is made the duty of the committee of ways and | 


means to “inquire into the state of the revenue and 


of the expenditure, and to report, from time to tin, | 
their opinion thereon.” The condition of our finan, b 


ces renders the discharge of this duty Particular] 
necessary at the present time. Our extraordina, 
expenditures have, within a few years, been Una. 
voidably large, and our revenue has rapidly declines 
since 1836. In that year our income from cus{oy, 
and tands was more than forty-eight millions. in 
1837 (including the postponed bonds) it was about 
twenty-four millions; and for the past year (deduct, 
ing the postponed bonds) about fourteen Millions 
and ahalf. The revival of trade will increase 1), 
revenue both from customs and lands, and, notwjt), 
standing the progressive reduction in our tariff, ; 
will probably be sufficient to meet the wants of a) 
economical adininistration of our government. W, 
have, however, no just reason to anticipate such a, 
















excess of revenue as to warrant a continuance of 


extravagant expenditures; and the present reduce; 
state of the treasury affords a proper occasion to jy. 
quire what branches of these have been unnecess:. 
rily increased, and to endeavor to restore the aggre. 
gregate expense of the federal government tc the 


economical hasis contemplated by the act of the 1 § 


March, 1833, and corresponding with the maximuy 
duty of 20 per ceut. ad valorem after June, 1849 
proposed by that act. 

ur federal expenditures have been rapidly, 
though irregularly, increasing, from 1798 to tie 
present time. The fluctuations appear to have bee, 
simultaneous with an increasing or decreasirg re. 
venue—an overflowing treasury uniformly prcdu- 
cing a sudden augmentation of our appropriations, 
Independeit, however, of such occasional exiraya. 
gance, it was natural to anticipate, especially in the 
first half century of its existence, a steady increase 
in the civil, military and naval expenditures ofa 
government which had no such establishments at its 
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origin ; and particularly in a country which has, inf 


so short a period, doubled the number of states in 
the confederacy, enlarged its boundary of settle. 
ment to near five times its extent in 1790, increased 
its population from less than four to near seventeen 
millions, and extended its post routes from 1,875 to 
near 135,000 miles. 

But while a considerable increase of our expendi: 
tures for purposes strictly national—for the common 
defence and common government of a rapidly giow: 
ing and now enlarged contederacy—may be salis- 
factorily accounted for, if not entirely justified by 
the circumstances, other expenditures, foreign a 
your committee believe, to the original design of the 
constitution, have arisen through a departure from 
the principle of taxation by which our union was 
governed for nearly thirty years. Prior to the late 
war with Great Britain, our tariffs were revised ani 
our taxes levied to supply the actual wants of go- 
vernment, however they might operate, incidentally, 
on the internal industry of the country. It wa 
never then designed to raise more revenue than wa 
actually necessary to supply our federal wan's 
During the war, large investments were made by 
our capitalists in manufactures; and when it was 
over, the principle of our revenue laws was entirely 
reversed. Our taxes were no longer graduated by 
the wants of government, but by the demands of 
our capitalists for protection; thus substituting the 
incident for the principal. Our tariffs were revised 
without any regard tu the condition of our finances, 
and a broad foundation was laid for a redundant re 
venue. ‘The consequence was a rapid extinguish 
ment of a public debt, funded and unfunded, of one 
hundred and fifty millions of dollars. Anticipating 
this redemption, appropriations in every branch 0! 
the publie service were increased, and still more ex: 
tensively to absorb a prospective surplus, new 0b- 
jects of expenditure were sought for, which bad 
been before considered under the jurisdiction of the 
states. Surveys were authorised, laying the foun 
dation for a federal system oi roads, canals, harbors, 
and other improvements, sufficient to exhaust any 
surplus which might possibly occur. Extravagance 
was deemed patriotic, as designed to perpetuate 
protection to manufactures. The one was indisyen- 
sable to the other, and, for a time, the rights of the 
gs #3 were wholly disregarded. 

This attempt to interfere with the rights of the 
states, and to enlarge federal jurisdiction, expendi- 
ture and a. was partially arrested at an ear 
ly stage, by leaving to the states the exclusive a 





constitutional control over their roads and canals. 
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———. § —— ore ; . Taran 2 oe 
XPEN. § But there still remained other expencitures, which | For the protection of the northern fron- of this increase is owing to the neglect of congress 
| I will be noticed hereafter, equally foreign, as the tier : F 625,000 in not limiting, from time to time, the number of 
1839_ FF ommittee think, to the ‘legitimate duties of a con-} For a nominal item in the navy appro- officers to be employed ; and in permitting the col- 
‘ays and federated government. But notwithstanding these, priation bill, being a mere transier of lectors to pay the whole expense of our custom 
he state the extravagant tendency of asurplus, and the rapid] an unexpended appropriation for the houses out of the revenue received, without even 
govern. Pi cedemption of our public debt, we have been al-| gradual improvement of the navy to transferring it to the public treasury. Had congress 
ready compelled to deposite eight and twenty mil-| the years 1839, and 1840 1,500,000 | periodically limited the number of our officers, di- 
Atives, it FM yions with the states. Fortunately, however, this —_——— | rected the collectors to pay all the money received 
aYS and ' association of protection, surplus, and extravagance, ; ; 17,065,000 | by them into the treasury, required annual estimates, 
hue and | Mis no longer the policy of our government. Both} There has been an increase in almost and made specific appropriations for this, as in other 
lo lime, | Mp ouses, by overwhelming majorities, revived our an- | every branch of expenditure, but princi- branches of the public service, it woul have opera- 
ar finan, cient principle of revenue in the act of 2d of March, | pally in the following : ted as a sensible check on the extravagance of some 
Uicularly 1333. The fourth clause of the 3d section of that | The appropriations for pen- of our collectors. 
Ordinar act provides that after the 30th of June, 1842, “ du- sions in 1838, were $2,053,500 Although the subject of tonnage is only indirectly 
€N Una. Paties shall be laid for the purpose of raising such Do. do. under connected with the question of expenditures, the 
declineg revenue as ma be necessary to an economical ad- permanent acts, 1,350,050 committee cannot dismiss it without calling the at- 
CUStons [PM ninistration of the government.” Believing, as the - tention of the house to the fact disclosed in the table 
ions ; in Be committee do, that no other policy can be perma- 3,408,500 annexed, that while the American tonnage entered 
as about nently sustained in a confederacy of independent | Total expenditures irom abroad increased from 872,949 in 1829, to 
(deduct. PM ctates, they deem it expedient to examine ourex-| in 1829, revolu- 1,299,720 tons in 1837, the foreign tonnage rose 
Millions enditures in detail, to ascertain what reforms can tionary, $764,492 from 130,743 to 765,703 tons in the same period—a 
€ase the ” introduced to bring them down to the economical] Do.do.do. other, 185,102 result owing, among other causes, to our unwise 
hotwith. P@standard permanently contemplated by the act of —— 949,594 taxes on navigation, and to an abuse of credit at 
tariff, it [en 938. : ‘ eames 2,453,906 | home, which enables foreign nations to build, sup- 
ts. of an Before noticing the permanent expenditures of | Harbors, &c., appropriations ply, and man their ships cheaper than we can, and 
nt. We the government, it is proper to advert to those of an in 1838 ; 1,535,000 slowly to undermine the basis of our naval power. 
> such an B® occasional or temporary character, which have ve- Expenditures in 1829, 515,000 The legislature expenses of the federal govern- 
Sance of Bary largely and unavoidably increased the amount of . —— 1,030,000) ment for the first ten years were annually, on an 
reduced our annual appropriations fora few years past ; Congressional expenses, ap- average, about $171,000; the appropriations for the 
‘On to jy. these are in the Indian branch of the public service. propriations in 1838, ow- year 1338, were $982,000. A part of this has 
ine Cessa. he expenditures for Indian lands and wars have} 10; in part, to the long ses- arisen from the increase in the number of members 
€ aggre. Boa mounted, within a few years past, to about fifty} sion | : 982,000 of congress; but the most extravagant increase has 
nt te the FR millions of dollars. The purchase of their lands, Expenditures in 1829, 467,000 occurred in the contingent expenses of both houses. 
of the 4 Beand the removal of the Indians beyond the Missis-| __ sat —_— 515,000 | In the first ten years these did not amount to more 
1axinua PR sippi, were unavoidably connected with the settle- Light houses, appropriations than $10,000 annually ; while the appropriations 
1€, 1842, Fe ment of the country, however it might affect the} _ 1” 1838 d 663,000 for the past year were $373,960. Although under 
various tribes. It is satisfactory to know that their Expenditures in 1829, 291,500 the immediate observation and exclusive control of 
rapidly, BY condition has been ameliorated by removal. The ; 1 SII rg reese 371,500 | congress, there is no branch of the public service 
8 to tle Be addition of thirteen new states to the union, embra- | In executive, territorial, judicial and where there has been n ore abuse and extravagance. 
ave been cing within their boundaries most of these tribes, miscellaneous expenditures, $80,000 Thousands of documents, in many instances of no 
asirg 1 FE made it necessary, especially in latter years, to pur- —————— | importance, are annually printed; and the contin- 
Y produ PSchase their lands, in order to advance civilization; $22,320,406 | gent funds of the two houses have deen, for some 
priatious, Beto remove obvious obstructions to the settlement ay years past, charged with the expense of furnishing 
extrava- Our naval and military expenses have been grea- | members with books. 


and cultivation of the country; to prevent collision, 
and to preserve the lives and property of the inhab- 































ly in the 


Increase Bitants of our states and territories from Indian dep- 
ires Of a @redations. These purchases have also been found- 
rt al its Bed, almost exclusively, upon compacts formed with 
bh has, ne 


some states more than 30 years ago ; on our implied 
obligations to other states ; and on resolutions 
jand appropriations by both houses of congress, ex- 
tending through every administration of the gov- 

severteen ernment. They were, moreover, justifiable on 
1,575 0B) mere financial grounds. By referring to the docu- 


ey 5 * . . . 
ments annexed, it will be seen that we have acqui- 


States in 
of settle. 
increased 


expendi: Bored by Indian treaties, since the 4th of March, 1829, 
Common Bone hundred and thirty-seven millions of acres.— 
aly grow: Be There now remain, of unbought Indians lands, less 
be satis: BMthan thirty-five millions of acres. No extraordina- 
tified by F ry expenditure can, therefore, be herealter autici- 
oreign BE Spated for this object; nor is it probable that there 
ots phe ill be such extravagant demands upon the treas- 


ury for Indian wars, owing to the removal of almost 
all the tribes, and to a change in the plan of opera- 
Stions in Florida, but principally to the recent in- 


rease of the army. One-half of the amount expen- 


nion was 
o the late 
vised aut 


ts of e° Beaded in these wars has undoubtedly arisen from the 
identally extraordinary expenses arising from suddenly call- 
It Wi Being into the field numerous bodies of militia and 
‘than volunteers, which we were obliged to do in conse- 
ul iy quence of the inadequate force of the regular army. 
made y t he increase of that force will enable government, 
- Poe In some degree, to dispense with these calls in fu- 
’ one ture ; and many millions in our annual expenditures 
nee i te: be saved by preventing Indian depredations, 
in and promptly suppressing them when they ma 
ating ts peur, caches . atts 
pen rdap Owing to appropriations of the character referred 
ndant re.’ 22d to others which will be noticed, there isa very 
inguish: Considerable apparent increase of the federal expen- 


ditures in the last ten years. The appropriations for 
1838, including those under permanent acts, amoun- 









ad, of one 


“aes 
coe gy ted to.about thirty-eight millions of dollars. Incom- 
more eX aring these with the expenditures in 1829, the fol- 


OWing items will be found inthe former which 
Were not in the latter, viz: 


For preventing and suppres- 


new ob- 
hich had 
on of the 








the foun: sing [Indian hostilities $1,000,000 
harbors, The same, and for the 

haust any Cherokee treaty 6,740,000 

avagance B Removal of Indians, 

erpetuale BS annuities, &c. $3,060,000 

indispen BDo. do. in 1829, 

ts of the only 420,000 
2,610,000 

ts of the $10,380,000 

expendi For appropriations for the post office, 

tan ear not embraced in any bill until and 

oe Since 1836, as these expenses are 


paid out of the postages, $4,560,009 


ter since 1829; the former owing, in part, to the un- 
certainty, at one time, of ourrelations with France, 
and the latter to Indian wars. But our expendi- 
tures have been, since then, increased in every 
branch by an augmentation of the amount of com- 
mercial credit, which adds to the cost of all our 
supplies. 

n examining into our expenditures, there will 
be found, in many of them much abuse requiring 
reforin. Two branches do not come annually under 
the consideration of congress—the expenditures for 
the post office service, and the expenses of collect- 
ing ourrevenue. The former not being a charge 
upon the public treasury, (except for the expenses 
of the general post office,) are regulated by the in- 
come from postages, which are annually increasing 
the number of our routes and the frequency of the 
transportation of the mails. Of the immense in- 
crease in this branch of the public service, some 
idea may be formed from the increase in the trans. 
portation of the mails. It was not, probably, more 
than 100,000 miles in 1790; 845,468 in 1793; as 
late as 1803 it was but 3,504,800; it is now 34,- 
580,202 miles. Though not a charge upon the pub- 
lic treasury, we are bound, as the trustee of the 
fund, to see that it is adininistered with economy, 
in order that our mail routes may be extended to 
the remotest quarters of the union. {t has been ac- 
cordingly, the subject of investigation: the de- 
partment has been reorganized, and is believed now 
to be well administered. There is charged upon 
this fund, for the service of the present year, $5,- 
100,000. If itis designed that this important estab- 
lishment should support itself, there seems to be no 
reason for discriminating between the expenditures 
for the offices throughout the union and of the gene- 
ral post office, by charging the former upon the fund 
of the department, and the latter upon the treasury. 

The expense of collecting our revenue from cus- 
toms amounted, in the first ten years after 1789, to 
about $293,000 annually ; for the last 10, ending 31st 
December, 1837, to $1,232,000; it is now about a 
million anda half. By referring to the table of ton- 
nage, it wili be seen, that the amount of tonnage en- 
tered from abroad has increased from 605,000 tons in 
1790 to 2,065,090 tons in 1837. The expenses o! co!- 
lecting the revenue was in 1829, $1,013,000 and in 
1837, $1,492,000. The tonnage entered from abroad 
was 1,003,000 in 1829, and 2,065,000 tons in 1837. 
The annual amount of revenue is no criterion of the 
expense of collection; because, although we have 
relinquished the duty on more than half of our im- 
portations, the great increase in this branch of trade 


| creates a necessity for an increased number of in- 


spectors. We have also, of late years, introduced 
many very complicated provisions in our tariff laws, 





| and added to the expense of collection. But, a part 


Tnere has been and remains 
to be paid, on two contracts alone of this character, 
$781,023 37, not only to supply those who are actu- 
ally in congress, but others who have not been mem- 
bers for many years past. Should such expenditures 
_ be continued, this will very soon become an important 
iter; and in any event, a large amount will still be 
required to fulfil contracts for books in no manner 
belonging to the legitimate contingencies of either 
house of congress. 

| The expenditures of the executive departments 
| were, in the ten years after specific appropriations 
/were made, about $195,000 annually ; the appro- 
priation for 1838 was $795,000. This item has 
steadily increased with the growth of our country 
and its various establishments, requiring executive 
agency and superintendence. Something would 
| probably be saved if there were one contingent fund 
under the control of tie secretary for all the offices 
,of each department. Our complicated system of ac- 
counts, too, was established many years ago; anda 
/more judicious organization of the departments 
might introduce greater simplicity and economy. It 
is impossible, however, to avoid a uniform increase 
in this branch of the public expenditure, while we 
continue to multiply our laws at every session, 
which must be carried into effect by the executive 
departments ; and while we rapidly increase. as we 
have done of Jate, the number of resolutions in both 
houses, calling for information, and frequently in- 
volving great labor and expense. 

Connected also with the executive departments 
are various expenditures, which were very incon- 
siderable, ur did not exist at all, at the commence- 
ment of the government—such as those for the mint, 
territorial governments, the coast survey, arming and 
equipping militia, the public lands, and public build- 
ings. These, which in early legislation were quite 
unimportant, now amount to near a million annually. 

The expenses of the judiciary, in the first ten 
years after specific appropriations were made, did 
not amount to more than about $61,000 annually ; 
the appropriation for 1838 was $484,000. The 
increased expense for the salaries of judges has not 
been beyond what might have been anticipated. 
The expense, however, of the courts of the U. S. 
has increased from about $30,000 to $342,000, which 
is the estimate for the present year. In this branch 
of the public service, reform seems to be required, 
While the clerks of our courts are appointed by the 
judges, and the fees of the former amount to a much 
larger sum annually than the salaries of the latter, 
the appointing power may be tempted to participate 
in the profits of the clerkship, and to sanction the 
most exorbitant charges. The fees of our district 
clerks and attorneys ought to be more precisely re- 


gulated by law, and clerks ought not to be appointed 
by the judges. ‘ ‘ee 
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The expenses of our intercourse with foreign | batile. The whole pension roll of the U.S. arising] these works amount to $4,650,842 21; ria, 


powers ainounted in early years to about $50,000 
annually ; the estimate for the present year is $266,- 
434. This expenditure wasconsiderably auginented 
by the revolutions in what was forinerly denomi- 
nated Spanish America. The esti:mate for the pre- 
sent year is not, however, so great as the expendi- 
ture tor 1829, which was $289,140 07 cents. 

The current expenses of the Indian department 
were unimportant and irregular in early yeais, but 
all the expenditures in this branch for the first 10 
years amounted to less than $32,000 annually; the 
estimates for 1839, amount to $866,960, including 
some appropriations not for currentexpenses. This 
increase is owing almost exclusively to annuities and 
stipulations under treaties with the Indians enteied 
into since 1789. 

Having no military establishment worthy of notice 
at the origin of the governinent, the expenditures in 
this branch of the public service have of course in- 
creased. When it is considered that the settled 
area ofthe U. S. has increased, according to the cal- 
culations of a scientific engineer, in ihe ratio of 
210,575 in 1790, to 1,013,664 in 1339, some idea may 
be forined of the vast extent of our present bounda- 
ries; and we may well doubt, notwithstanding the 
receit increase of the army, whether it will ulti- 
mately be found adequate to protect all our exten- 
sive frontiers. 

Although we have been more liberal in our naval 
appropriations, that establishinent still bears an un- 
important rank in comparison with that of every 
other maritime nation. ‘The improvement in steain 
navigation, however, seems to proinise a revolution 
in the tnode of conducting maritime war, which may 
render this diiference of less importance as it re- 
gards existing navies, and may reqiire new and con- 
siderable expenditures in this branch of the public 
service, which will be noticed hereafter. 

The appropriations for roads in 1838 were $540,- 
000. ‘There was no such federal expenditure in 
early years. 

In the expenses for light-honses there has been 
a considerable increase, especially within the last 
two years. The annual amount expended in the 
first ten years, including the mainienauce of the es- 
tablishinent, was less than $35,000. For many 

ears past it was less than $300,000 annually ; but 
in 1837 it was suddenly increased to $1,220,019, 
and included $921,964 for new light-houses, &c. 
In 1833 the appropriations amounted to $663,873. 
The estimate merely for maintaining the existing 
light-houses in the year 1839, amounts to $394,- 
000. The appropriations for new works of this 
kind were authorized without proper examinations, 
and much money has been wasted in this branch of 
the service. Two years ago congress directed such 
examinations to be made before any new work 
should be commenced. The officers reported in fa- 
vor of suspending the appropriations for thirty-one 


of the. number of works authorized by the act of 


1837. Thereis a large amount now remaining un- 
expendedin this branch of the service. 

The expenditures for fortifications were irregular 
in the first years; but from 1739 to 1798 the annual 
average was $108,000. The appropriations for 
1833 amounted to §1,015,000; and the estimates 
for 1839, $1,269,100. This part of the national de- 
fence is still in avery incomplete state. The im- 
provements in steam batteries within a few years 
past, renders it, however, a question worthy of in- 
guiry, whether it will not also produce an entire re- 
volution in the plan ofharbor defence ; and whether 
it would not be most judicious for the present to 
confine our expenditures to the armament of the 
fortifications we have finished, and await the result 
of future experiments which will become necessary 
to ascertain whether floating steain batteries are not 
superior to stationary fortifications in guarding the 
entrance into and in defending harbors. There 
are other reasons for suspending new appropriaticns 
for 1839. ‘Those existing were not made until the 
7th July last, and the act directed that one half of 
the amount should be expended in the present year; 
and there remained undrawn froin the treasury, on 
the Ist Jannary, $704,369 56, besides the balances in 
the hands of our disbursing officers. Under such 


circumstances, with a deficient revenue, and while | 


there is a probability that achange will be made in 
the plan of harbor defence, and that the public 
money may hereafter be more advantageously ex- 
pended, the committee are of opinion that itis not 
expedient to add $1,269,100 to the large amount 


unexpented, and in the hands of disbursing offi- | 


cers. 

For the first six and twenty years the average 
amonnt annually paid for pensions was less than 
$34,000. As late as 1814, it was abont $90,000, 
and in 1815 less than $70,000. The late war added 
about $200,000 for invalids, and the widows or chil- 
dren of those who had died of wounds received in 


from the revolutionary, Indian, and British wars, 
did not then exceed $300,000 annually. The appro- 
priations for pensions in the present year amount to 

2,500,000; to which are to be added the perma- 
nent appropriation of $1,000,000, and unexpended 
appropriations amounting to $741,000, making an 
aggreyzate for pensions in 1839 of $84,241,000; and 
we have now charged upon the public treasury 
42,500 pensioners. A bill was passed at the last 
session, without debate, and approved on the last 
day of the session, which draws from the treasury 
in the present year $1,372,000 ; and there are three 
general pension bills now pending in the house, 
which would, if adopted, probably double the an- 
nual amount appropriated for pensions. 

This result, and.in so snort a period, could not 
have been anticipated by the framers of our consti- 
tution. The claims of our revolutionary soldiers 
rested on peculiar grounds. Their services and sul- 
ferings were of an extraordinary character, and we 
had from necessity been compelled to violate our 
contracts with them. In their case we were war- 
ranted in departing from ordinary usage when our 
inean3 were ainple to inde:mnify them. Pensions to 
invalids, and to the widows or childrenof those who 
are killed or who die of wounds received in battle, 
form a part of tne contract, where such laws exist, 
between the government and the soldier. But in 
granting pensions, as we have done, in cases where 
the soldier was neither killed nor wounded in bat- 
tle, we violated the pension principle, and charged 
the public treasury with half pay to the representa- 
tives of all who enlistin the service of the govern- 
ment, whetber in peace or in war, in addition to the 
compensation stipulated for their services. Prior 
to 1836 there was no departure from the ordinary 
pension rales, except as to revolutionary soldiers ; 
but in that year, provision was made generally for 
pensions in ordinary cases of death, while in the 
service, alter the 20th of April, 1818, whetaer of 
wounds or not. The same rule was extended tothe 
navy pension fund, which will be very soon destroy- 
ed by such improvident legislation. Prior to 1837, 
this fund was amply sufficient to provide for our 
naval invalids, and for the widows or children of 
those who have been killed in battle. It was in- 
vested in stocks, and amounted, on the Ist March, 
1337, to $1,115,289 43; it is now reduced, under 
the operation of recent laws, to $293,363 09. Should 
we have no reform in this branch of legislation, it 
will be difficult to anticipate the amount which may 
be annually required for this expenditure. If we 
continue to grant pensions in cases of ordinary 
death, in peace or in war, to the representatives of 
al] who are employedin the military service, wheth- 
er of the regular army or not, and to all in the na- 
val service, we shall soon follow the example of 
some monarchies, and extend our pension roll, and 
with equal justice, to the representatives of all who 
die in the civil employments of government. 

The committee feel it to be their duty to bring to 
the special notice of the house the heavy and rapidly 
increasing expenditures upon harbors and rivers. 
This item was unknown in the early legislation of 
the federal government. The first appropriation 
was made in 1802; but prior to 1816 only $36,449 
had been expended upon two works, connected di- 
rectly and indirectly, with navy yards and light- 
houses. In 1816 and 1819 two other appropriations 
were made, amounting to $34,000, both connected 
with light houses. A few appropriations were 
made in 1820, 1821, 1822, and 1823, in the neigh- 
borhood of light-honses and navy yards, amounting 
éltogether to $51,750 ; and in 1823 two harbor sur- 
veys were authorized, at an expense of $350. 

Alter we had adopted the policy of raising more 
revenue than was reqnired for federal purposes, and 
as the period approached for the redemption of the 
public debt, this was one of the new branches of 
expenditure resorted to, in order to absorb a con- 
templated surplus. Accordingly, and for the first 
time in the history of our legislation, an act was 
passed on the 20th of May, 1826, *: for improving 
certain harbors, and the navigation of certain rivers 
and creeks; and for authorizing surveys to be made 
of certain bays, sounds and rivers, therein mention- 
ed.”?> On the 2d of March, 1827, this was followed 
by a regular annual bill, ‘*to authorize the improv- 
| ing of certain harbors, the building of piers, and for 
| other purposes.” These expenditures immediately 
| increased, in 1827, to $82.500; in 1828, to $121,- 
000; and in 1829, to $505,000. In 1838, the ap- 
propriations were more than a tillion and a half, 
and the estimates for 1839 amount to $1,713,000. 

The aggregate. amount already appropriated for 
these works is $8.919,043 66, besides canal stocks 
land the debt assumed for the corporations of this 
district for investments in the saine, amounting to 
$3,353,490; making an aggregate of $12,302,- 
|533 66. The estimates’ or completing some of 





| 





ing by our experience as to former estimates, jt 
will more probably require ten millions, beside, 
the cost of soine of the most expensive works. for 
which there are no estimates at all. In addition (, 
this, a billis now pending, and would have passeq 
the house at the close of the last session but for 
want of time, which, with the amendments, e;,. 
braced appropriations for new works amounting ty 
near a million of dollars, and involving an Ultimate 
expenditure of probably five millions more. 

In 1836, this subject was investigated by the 
committee of ways and means, and a report sub. 
initled by one of its members, (Mr. Swith, of 
Maine,) on the 10th of February. That report 
states that there was, even at that time, ‘a rea] 
necessity for hesitation, if not of actual reform, jy 
the further prosecution of public works upon the 
saine system which had, of late years, obtained up. 
der the government;” that they were made sub. 
servient ** to the purposes of the individual wealth 
and profit of the agents and contractors immed. 
ately concerned ;”’ that the appropriations for one 
year, and for each succeeding year, in many Cases 
exceeded the whole of the original estimate ; that 
many of the works were built over again, and that 
others were rotten before they were completed. Oy 
the 33st of January, 1837, the same gentlemay 
made another report from the committee of ways 
and means, referring to the former as_explanatory 
of the unproductive, yet growing expenditures of 
the government upon harbors and rivers, and ex. 
pressive of serious doubts of the policy of following 
out this branch of the public service, unless song 
more certain, and efficient, and economical system 
for conducting it could be devised. The opinion 
of the committee had not been changed by ~ the 
experience of another year;”’ and the report adds, 
that * without some curtailment by congress of the 
class of works already projected as recipients of its 
bounty, and without a decisive limitation of ils ap. 
propriations to works that may be justly denomi. 
nated of the first magnitude; and of imperious 
necessity too, it requires no spirit of prophecy to 
predict that the operations of the civil engincer 
department will, in a very few years, rival, in ex. 
penditures and numerical strength of agents and 
operatives, the military and naval service of the 
government, and constitnte a more alarming branch 
of public patronage than is to be found elsewhere 
in the government. From the peculiar nature of 
their expenditures, corruption, favoritism, and 
peculation may be reduced to system more suc- 
cessfully in them than in almost any other branch 
of the civil administration.” 

If such was the opinion of the committee of 
ways and means in 1837, it certainiy cannot be 
changed by examining into the present condition 
of these improvements. 

After an experiment of thirteen years on the 
103 works for which appropriations have been 
made, the following is the result: 
Never commenced 


ew 


Abandoned | 
Suspended { 

May perhaps be completed with existing appro- 
priations i 
Completed 94 
Not completed 6] 
Total 103 


Some of the work® have been built over iwie, 
and the twenty completed cost but $409,178 25; 
leaving all the expensive works yet to be finished, 
and at an expense which cannot even be estiinated. 

Such is the result of this federal system of in- 
proving our harbors, rivers, and creeks, and build: 
ing piers for our cities, towns, and villages; and 
such the prospect before us. The time hes cer- 
tainly arrived when it becomes necessary to inquire 
whether all these expenditures belong fo federal 
legislation, and to examine a system which, if made 
permanent, must entirely change the character o! 
our government. 

The utility of such improvements, generally, is 
not denied, and is not the question. The true in- 
quiry is, under what authority and at whose ex- 
pense they should be constructed? If it 1s desit- 
able to make a judicious selection of publie works; 
to secure economy in expenditure; to do justice t0 
those who contribute to their construction, and to 
ensure their completion in some reasonable time, 
we should certainly confine our federal, state, coun- 
ty, and municipal authorities within their appro- 
priate spheres of action. We have confided to the 
federal government the high duty of superintending 
the construction of our works for national defence. 
By interfering with state, county, city and village 
iinprovements, it not only neglects its common ob- 
ligation to the confederacy, but mismanages and 
retards the prosecution of their works. As wé 
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i it extravagantly wastes the public mo- 

wT ppc sAdtwasiaa, works which should 

ch have been commenced; on others of a char- 

trietly local; and in almost every case, the 
co d with more 
ork would have been constructed wi 

onomy and despatch under the superintendence 

our state and local authorities, or under the still 
ore vigilant direction of private enterprise. 

These appropriations have been, and must con- 

ue to be, very unequal among the states. The 

‘on has a. common interest in but few of them. 

may have in those running through or in the 

;ehborhood of our public lands, which add value 

the common property. But it is certainly un- 
st to apply the money collec*ed in some states to 
ere loval improvements in a distant quarter of the 
ion, simply because they appertain to the com- 
erce of the country. If every improvement of 
rbors, rivers, and creeks, and the building of 
ers, is to be considered national in its character 
nd benefits, as an appendage to our commerce, 
is difficult to define any limit whatever to the 
risdiction of the federal government, or to say 
what purpose the common fund of the union 
ay no! be applied. The distribution trade during 
e last thirteen years among the states proves, in- 

@ntestably, the injustice of these expenditures, 
he whole amount appropriated and invested is 
12,300,000, of which $5,190,000 has been granted 
a district of country not one hundred and fifty 
jles from the capitol. Without inquiring into the 

Ppportance of the works patronized by the federal 

Pvernment, it is sufficient to remark that most of 
e states have been at the same time employing 
eir own muney and credit on improvements in- 

itely more useful and profitable, and better cal- 

lated to extend the commerce of the union. 
ome of the states have not participated at all in 

Mese federal appropriations, while four states only 

ay be charged with $6,760,000 dollars out of the 

300,000 dollars, and some of the most expensive 

orks remain to be completed in these states. If 

Bis intended to make this system permanent, jus- 

e requires that some more just rule of distribu- 

n should be adopted. 

This system, if permanent, must also very soon 
ove seriously detriinental to our naval and mili- 
ry establishinents, and defeat the main object of 

@r confederation. Such improvements, though 
enerally merely local, are supported in both hou- 
3 by acombination of votes, which secures their 

Preference over all other expenditures, however 

Mportant the latter ray be to the defence of the 

S@ountry. With an experience of only 13 years, 

We have already a draft of near two millions an- 

ally upon the treasury for such improvements. 

ould we continue to increase them, appropria- 
ons for national defence will become of secondary 
nportance, and will be reduced to increase the ex- 
¢nditures for our congressional districts. Neither 
le condition of our finances, nor the state of the 

@orld, warrants us in applying the public money to 
bjects not connected with our common defence. 

he countries in our own neighborhood have been 

sturbed; but, without anticipating any change in 

t pacific relations with foreign nations, we have 

her motives for not aiverting the common fund, 

ovided for our national defence, into new chan- 
els. The fortifications we have finished are un- 
med, and the recent iinprovements in stearn bat- 
ries render it certain that a very important revo- 
ition is about to be effected, not only in harbor 
d coast defence, but in the whole system of mari- 
ie war. Other nations have already supplied 
emselves with steam-batteries, and we shall neg. 
ct one of our highest duties if we do not employ 
' first surplus money on similar objects. While 
ch is our condition on our maritime border, our 
ast Western frontiers are wholly unprotected. The 
ondition of the states on this side of the Missis- 
Ppi required the removal of the Indians beyond 
at river, and the tribes will soon be all in the same 
gion of country. According to the estimates of 
Pe Indian bureau at the last session, the number 
yho had and were soon to be removed from the 
astto the west of the Mississippi, including those 
reviously there, was 332,498, of whom 66,199 
ere estimated to be warriors. Most of these be- 
bng to distant tribes, but it is supposed that a large 
ody might unite and make war on our frontier set- 
ements. Weare certainly bound by the highest 
bligations to protect the states on our borders from 
n enemy whom we have been compelled to place 
their neighborhood as the settlement of the coun- 
ry advanced. We ouzht surely to discharge this 
uly, before we appropriate our federal means to 
Mproving harbors, rivers, and creeks, and build- 
ng piers, 
Should these federal expenditures be permanently 
ontinued, they must corrupt the legislative branch, 
1d entirely change the practical operation of our 
























government from its original and constitutional de- 
sign. Millions will be annually voted to be dis- 
bursed by our public officers, enlarging the patron- 
age of the federal executive, and extending its in- 
fluence to every congressional district throughout 
the union. The federal system of roads and canals 
proposed and rejected some years ago, however un- 
coustilutional, would not have been move fatal to 
state independence, nor inore consolidating in its 
tendency, than these numerous appropriations for 
local objects. Instead of having seventy-five works 
in operation at the same time, as we have already, 
we should lave our thousands, and those employed 
in their construction would outnumber all engaged 
in the civil, military, and naval service. Instead of 
a confederacy for the common defence of a union of 
states, we should have a concentrated and consoli- 
dated government, almost exclusive, superintend- 
ing our internal concerns and interfering with the 
duties and jurisdiction of our state and local au- 
thorities. ‘his revolution, which has already com- 
menced, can only be averted by confining federal 
legislation to the few but high duties assigned to 
congress by the constitution. 

Without, however, anticipating what may be per- 
manent policy of this government, the committee 
adhere to the opinion expressed in its two reports 
in 1836 and 1837, that the subject demands tho- 
rough investigation ; and that if it is designed to 
persevere in it, some “more certain, efficient, and 
economical system should be devised ;” and if the 

ublic money must be appropriated to these objects, 
Justice to the states requires a more equal rule of 
distribution. For the present, the committee are of 
opinion that the existing appropriations are suffi- 
clent, taking into view the condition of the treasu- 
ry. Appropriations amounting to $1,535,000 were 
inade as late as the 7th July last; and one-half of 
every item in that act exceeding $12,000 was di- 
rected to be expended in 1839. Of the existing 
appropriations there remained undrawn froin the 








treasury on the Ist January, $977,748 92, besides 
the balances in the hands of disbursing officers. As 
the revenue of 1839 will not warrant any additional 
appropriations, the committee deem it inexpedient 
to ada $1,713,000 to more than a million unexpen- 
ded at the beginning of the year. 

In reviewing our various expenditures, the ex- 
traordinary increase in some branches, and the in- 
troduction of new objects of appropriation, the 
committee are of opinion that the augmentation of 
the expenses of the federal government is chiefly 
to be ascribed to the policy of raising more reve- 
nue than was required to meet the wants of govern- 
ment, and of interfering with state and municipal 
duties, and to the increased number of resolutions 
and bills originating in both houses, and atnually 
calling for new and heavy expenditures. If all the 
unsuccessful propositions for appropriations made 
in congress during the last sessiun had been adopt- 
ed, ten or fifteen millions more would have been 
charged upon the treasury. The practice, too, of 
passing almost all our important bills on the last 
days, and of having them approved on the last day 
of the session, adds very much to the annual 
amount of ourappropriations. Among other bills, 
one of those approved on the last day of last ses- 
sion was hurried through the house without any 
knowledge of its operation. This bill makes a 
new charge upon the revenue of the present year 
of $1,372,000. Noreform can be anticipated in 
this onward course of extravagance, while alinost 
every new measure of importance is forced through 
both houses, without debate or examination, on the 
last days (or rather nights) of the session. 

Shpuld the honse determine on authorizing new 
appropriations for fortifications, harbors, &ec., and 
on charging upon the revenue of 1839 $2,982,000, 
in addition to an unexpended balance undrawn at 
the commencement of the year of $1,682,000, be- 
sides the amount in the hands of the disbursing of- 
ficers, it will be necessary to instruct the commit- 
tee as to the mode of raising the revenue required 
to meet these expenditures. There is no proba- 
bility that the receipts from all sources in 1839 will 
be more than suflicient to meet unavoidable ex- 
penses without the addition of any extraordinary 
appropriation whatever. The last year’s revenue 
from customs and lands, exclusive ef the postponed 
bonds, which formed part of the receipts of 1337, 
did not exceed fourteen millions and a half. A\l- 
though we may auticipate a considerable increase 
in the present year, it would be very unsafe to cal- 
culate on a larger revenue than twenty-three mil- 
lions from both sources. On that basis the follow- 
ing estimate is founded. The appropriations stated 
in the estimate are nearly a million less than those 
submitted by the departments, and others esti- 
inated for have not been reported at all. Those 
stated below embrace only indispensable appropri- 


STATE OF THE TREASURY FOR 1839. 
Resources of 1839. 

The ascertained balance in the treasury on the Ist 
of January, exclusive of $500,000 for the nse of 
the mint, is $3,200,000 

Receipts from customs $18,000,000 

lands 5,000,000 





23,000,060 

Balance due from late de- 
posite banks, being less 
than as stated by the 
treasurer, owing to anti- 
cipated payments 

From miscellaneous sour- 
ces 


2,300,000 


400,000 





2,760,000 





$28,900,000 





CHARGES UFON THE TREASURY. 

Appropriations authorized by former acts, which 
will be required for the public service, but were 
not drawn out prior to the Ist January last, ac- 








cording to the treasury account $15,289,000 
Appropriations already reported, viz: 
Indian annuities, &c. $366,960 
Army 5,345,220 
Pensions 2,499,019 
Northern frontier 500,000 
Navy 5,130,781 
Civil and diplomatic, de- 
ducing the nominal 
appropriation of $5,- 
100,000 for the post 
office service 2,884,354 
Partial appropriations for 
congressional expen- 
ditures, besides those 
included in the prece- 
ding bill 549,344 
Cumberland road 300,000 
18,078,678 


Appropriations under permanent laws 
for pensions, arming and equipping 
the militia, &e., including $750,000 
for the gradual improvement of the 








navy, transferred at the last session 2,144,000 
Appropriations carried to the surplhis 
jund which must be again appropri- 
ated 295,000 
For the military academy (to be repor- 
ted) 153,055 
For preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities in Florida (tobe reported) 1,804,774 
| 37,764,507 
Of the foregoing appropriations, there 
will probably be undrawn at the close 
of the year, (being the short session, 
the estimate is less than at the close 
ofthe last year) 13,000,000 
24,764,507 
Certificates for return duties on mer- 
chandise destroyed by fire at New 
York, receivable in payment for du: 
ties, as estiinated by the commission- 
ers 400,000 
Treasury notes to be redeemed 7 5,712,350 
32,876,857 
Deduct the resources 28,900,000 
Deficit $3,976,857 


To meet this deficiency, the secretary of the 
treasury is authorized to sell the remaining bond of 
the Bank of the United States, amounting, with in- 
terest, to $2,380,000, and there remains $2,287,650 
of the treasury notes authorized to be issued by 
the act of 1838, which have not yet been issued. 
Should the former be sold, and the limitation of the 





treasury note act of 1837 be extended to 30th June, 
and no appropriations be authorized during the pres- 
ent session but those embraced in the foregoing 
statement, there would be an estimated balance in 
the treasury on the Ist January next of about $690,- 
000, Even this balance will be reduced by some 
additions which willbe necessarily made during the 
session to the appropriations enumerated in the 
foregoing statement. Should congress authorize 
the usual amount of new appropriations, and the 
three millions proposed for fortifications, harbors, 
&e., it would be necessary to provide five or six 
millions for the treasury, in addilion to all the 
resources and receipts existing or contempla- 








ted. 
All which is respectfully submitted by the com- 
mittee of ways and means for the consideration of 
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INTERFERENCE OF FEDERAL OFFICERS 
IN ELECTIONS. 
In senale, January 31, 1839. f 

Mr. Wall submitted the following report : 

The committee on the judiciary, to which was referred 
“a bill to prevent the interference of certain federul 
officers in elections,” report : 

That they have examined the bill referred to 
them with the care and attention which the impor- 
tance of the subject demands. The object of the 
bill proposed in the title and preamble, is to prevent 
the great powers given to the officers of the federal 
government, and other persons employed in its ser- 
vice, from being used for the influencing of elec- 
tions which ought to be free and uncorrupt, and its 
scope is very broad and comprehensive. It pro- 


poses to enact that, after the first day of April next, | 


no marshal or deputy marshal, no postmaster or 
deputy postmaster, no receiver or register of a land 
office, or any of their deputies or clerks, no sur- 
veyor general of public lands, or any of his depu- 
ties or assistants, no collector, surveyor, naval offi- 
cer, weigher, gauger, appraiser, or other officer, or 
person, whatsoever, concerned or employed in the 
charging, collecting, levying, or managing the cus- 
toms, or any part or branch thereof, no engineer, 
officer or agent employed or concerned in the exe- 
cution or superintendence of any of the public 
works, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in 
any other manner whatsoever, endeavor to persuade 
any elector to give, or dissuade any elector from 
giving, his vote for the choice of any person to be 
electors of president or vice president of the United 
States, or for the choice of any person to be a sen- 
ator or representative in the congress of the United 
States, or for the choice of any person to be gov- 
ernor or lieutenant governor of any state, or of any 
person to be a representative or member of the le- 
gislative department of any state cf this union, or 
for the choice of any person to serve in any public 
office established by the law of any of the said 
states; nor shall any such officer or person inter- 
meddle in any of the elections above mentioned, or 
use any means with intent to influence or control 
the same, otherwise than by giving his own vote, 
under the penalty of five hundred dollars, one moiety 
thereof to the informer, and the other moiety there- 
of to the United States, to be recovered, with costs 
of suit, by any person that shall sue for the same, 
by action of debt, bill or plaint, in any of the dis- 
trict or circuit courts of the United States; and 
every person convicted of such offence, shall there- 
by become disabled and incapable of ever bearing 
or executing any place or office of trust whatsvever 
under the United States. 

It is a wise and salutary rule, as well for the ex- 
panes as the makers of alaw, to consider the old 
aw, the mischief andthe rennedy. The committee 
believe that itis beyond all question, that under the 
constitution and the existing laws of the United 
States, every citizen has ‘the right of freely ex- 
amining public characters and measures, and of free 
communion ainong the people thereon,” ** by word, 
message, or writing,” or in any other manner he 
may julge proper. This right is not only asserted 
in the celebrated resolutions of the Virginia legisla- 
ture, in the session of 1798, and of 1799, and 1800, 
us belonging to the general principles of free go- 
vernment, as well as the particular organization and 
positive provisions of the federal constitution, but 
declared to be * the only effectual guardian of every 
other right.’ The foundation of representative 
government is based upon the intelligence of the 
citizen, and to ensure that intelligence, it is both 
the right and the duty of every one freely to discuss 
and communicate, both publicly and privately, 
such matters as he may suppose will advance the 
public interest, or inform the public mind. One of 
the most salutary and effectual agents, to promote 
such interest, isan enlightened public opinion. To 
evolve such opinion, and to give form and direction 
to the general course of national policy, and the fu- 
ture destinies of all, every citizen whether intrust- 
ed with public office or not, has alike deep, abiding 
and active interest, and no citizen is at liberty to 
withdraw himself from this hizh responsibility, in- 
separably connected with republican institutions. 
One of the most celebrated law makers of the an. 
cient republics declared every citizen infamous 
who refused to take part in the affairs of his coun- 
try ; and the word idiot, derived from the’ language 
of one of therm, bears through all tine this impress 
of their institutions, denoting one who was desti- 
tute of the spirit or intelligence requisite for the 
discharge of this highest duty of a citizen. 

The elective right is not conferred by the consti- 
tution of the United States, but belongs to represen- 
tative government, and springs from its very na- 


ture; and the very essence of that right, under our 
institutions, is the right of electing the members of 


the general and state governments. The value and 





the advantages of this right, so far as respects the 
public, depend upon the knowledge of public mea- 
sures, and of the qualifications of candidates for 
public trust; and, consequently, upon the equal and 
unrestricted freedom of discussing their compara- 
tive merits and demerits. The citizen who, by the 
choice of his fellows, is distinguished by being se- 
lected to perforin official duties and trusts, is uot 
thereby elevated above them, nor degraded below 
them. He parts with no rights of citizenship, but 
remains an equal among equals; still connected 
with them by the strong and enduring ligaments of 
mutuality of rights and privileges. Under our con- 
stitution, the people, not the government, possess 
the sovereignty; and the doors of office can be 
opened only by the powerful charm of the public 
voice, and no degrading sacrifice of any of the pri- 
vileges of citizenship, or any separation from the 
community of rights, feelings and interests, which 
bind the people to the government, is required. 
The object ofthe constitution is the protection of 
the equal rights and privileges of all—the few as 
well asthe many. The spirit of despotism is wide- 
ly different; erected upon the destruction of the 
rights of man, its main object is to protect the few 
against the many. Hence the policy of separating 
its officers from all sympathy of feeling and interest 
with the many, by attaching to office attractive dis- 
tinctions and secuetive privileges, which create a 
distinct class, and elevates them above the mass, or 
by degrading them by unnatural mutilations below 
their fellow man, prepares them to become fit in- 
struments of arbitrary power. Despots who sur- 
round their thrones with eunuchs and mutes, act 
upon the latter principle, and are impelled by the 
instinct of fear to resort to unnatural and unjust 
means to retain what is unjustly acquired. Happi- 
ly our institutions, resting upon the just foundation 
of popular rights, neither demand nor will admit of 
the mutilation of the person or the privileges of cit- 
izenship as a prerequisite for office. Under the 
existing laws a citizen of a state does not, by ac- 
cepting any office under the federal government, 
forfeit any of the rights and privileges which belong 
to him as a citizen of a state ; and all control over 
the privileges and immunities of the citizens in the 
several states, is expressly withheld from the action 
of the federal government, and left with the states, 
by the second section of the fourth article of the 
constitution. The committee believe that the state 


land federal governments, under our system, are co- 


ordinate departments of one single and integral 
whole ; that the compact between the states unites 
them in asingle government, as to their relations 
with each other and with foreign nations, and as to 
certain articles particularly specified, each retain- 
ing to itselfthe other rights of independent govern- 
ment, agreeing to appoint in conjunction for the 
administration of the federal branch, and each re- 
taining ifs original right of appointing, for adminis- 
tering its domestic branch, a separate set of func- 
tionaries, legislative, executive, and judicial. These 
two sets of officers, each independent of the other, 
constitute a whole of government for each state 
separately, the powers given to one, specifically 
inade federal, exercised over the whole, the residua- 
ry powers retained to the other confined to the par- 
ticular state. 

The committee have thus stated their views of 
the existing law in regard to the rights of the fede- 
ral functionaries upon whom the bill referred to them 
is proposed to operate. What, then, is the mischief 
which this bill is designed to prevent? I[t assumes 
that the great powers given to the officers of the 
federal government, and others employed in their 
service, may be used for the influencing of elec- 
tions, and corrupting their freedom and purity. 

That elections ought to be pure and uneorrupt is 
a principle admitted by all, and no language can be 
too strong to express the abhorrence felt by the 
co:nmittee against any attemptto destroy this free- 
dom and purity. He who is guilty of either, by 
bribing or corrupting voters, violating the ballot 
box, or setting at naught its voice, forging or sup- 
pressing returns, or disobeying the laws enacted for 
securing any elective right, is guilty of treason 
against republican institutions, and ought to be re- 
garded by all a3 a dangerons foe fo liberty. 

The committee are not aware that any such acts 
have been committed by any of the functionaries 
named in the bill referred to them; nor have they 
been able to discover the slightest evidence that 
any attempt has been made to bring the patronage 
or power of the federal government to destroy the 
freedom and purity of elections. It is true that 
such allegations have been made ; but it will be re- 
collected that itis equally true that allegations have 
been made against some of the functionaries of 
some of the state governments, of attempting, in 
violation of existing laws, to suppress returns, set 
aside the voice of the people, and substitute the will 


of the ‘minority for that of the majority ; in fag; to 


treat elections as nullities, and substitute the 
of reckless and profligate officers for the voic 
the majority. We have seen one of the states . 
the union brought to the’ brink of revolution by m 
leged efforts of this kind, and in otber:states py, 
nessed alarming attempts to defeat the voice of), 
majority in elections. This state of things would 
indeed seem to indicate an alarming laxity of polit 
ical morality, and to require the exercise of a pro. 
priate remedies, by constitutional legislation. Wie 
ther, if true, they are to be attributed to the action 
of the functionaries of the state or federal gover). 
ment, or the officers of incorporations of associated 
wealth, which have been brought, by indiscreet le. 
gislation, into too intimate connection with both 
and whose influence insinuates itself into al] the 
business of active enterprise and the ordinary trang. 
actions of society, or to other causes, it is not the 
legitimate province of the committee to Inquire, 
Those who are charged with attempts to COIN pt the 
purity and destroy the freedom of elections, are yo. 
ry apt to make charges of the same kind agains 
others, in the vain hope of exculpating themselves 
or at least of drawing off public attention {rom thej; 
own acts, by inculpating others. Neither aces. 
tions from such quarters, nor the mere assertions 
of disappointed office hunters, or reckless partisan 
editors, pealing forth the war cries of party, cay 
safely be made the foundation of such legislation as 
destroys the use of unquestionable rights for the 
purpose of preventing their abuse. 

In the struggles of parties for power it is believed 
by the committee that it may well be doubted whe. 
ther the patronage of office is to be deemed an ad. 
vantage, inasmuch as while there can be but one 
incumbent of an office, the number of those who 
are stimulated to partizan activity by the hope of 
gaining it as a reward for extraordinary exertions, 
is unlimited, to say nothing of those who may be 
paralyzed by disappointment, or disaffected by re- 
jection. Public sentiment exercises a salutary and 
controlling influence over the conduct of public 
functionaries ; and while it properly watches their 
conduct with jealousy, and scrutinizes their actions 
rigidly, it tolerates almost unbounded liberty of 
speech in those who are seeking office. We cannot 
cast our eyes in any direction: withont perceiving 
the evidence of the fact that, for every office under 
the federal government, even to the presidency, the 
numerical proportion of those who seek office by 
partisan activity is at least three to one against the 
possessors. The office seekers have an unlimited 
freedom of speech and of action, denied to the in- 
cumbent by the circumstances of his position, and 
are at liberty to attack the motives and conduct of 
the latter, and indulge in professions of patriotic a- 
dor and disinterestedness, restrained by no other 
limits than the elastic credulity of their friends and 
party. Thatthe possession of patronage does not 
insure its retention, is proved by frequent instai- 
ces, both in the federal and state governments. 

The committee believe that, in those place 
where the federal officers enumerated in the bill are 
most numerous, it will be found that the elections 
more frequently result against than in favor of the 
administration ; and this proves either that they (0 
not bring ‘* the great powers derived from the {ede 
ral government” to influence elections, or that they 
use them against the party which conferred those 
powers, or that no danger is to be apprehended of 
their destroying the freedom and purity of election. 
It is believed that even a majority of those wii 
would be affected by this bill are hostile to the 
views of policy, or opposed to the political princi 
ples of the present administration ; and if the set 
timents of those who are found in possession of 0: 
fice in the ten miles square are any test, the majoll 
ty would be very great. But the true and concl 
sive answer to all such allegations, of bringing thé 
patronage anc power of the general government li 
hostility to the freedom and purity of elections, ¥ 
to be found in the fact that such acts are every 
where, in all the states, punishable by state laws; 
and the cominittee are not aware of any prose 
cution, even, for such offences. 

It is also worthy of special remark that, in thos 
states where the most clamor has been raised 4 
the most alarm has been expressed on this subject 
the state functionaries are opposed to the admini* 


acts 


tration, and, as they have the power, it is their du! 


to punish such offences. The committee are ther 


fore constrained to believe that there is no just foun 
dation for such an accusation, and to jook upon it® 
one of those allegations which those who are strg 
cling to gain the power which they affect to think 
so corrupt and corrupting, consider themselves justl 
fied in making to stinulate their partisans and de 
But whether the mischief 4 
tually exists or not, the committee proceed to co” 


cry their opponents. 





sider the policy and constitutionality of the ree 
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‘rhe object of the bili is to render what is lawtal 
and yraiseworthy, and in strict conformity with 


— «hich is proposed by the bill referred to them. 


fact, to 






















volved both the letter and spirit of our institutions, for all 
States of MMcitizens, criminal in a particular class who have 
n by al. Mheen honored by the confidence of the people of the 
tes Wit. shole states. It is not to punish a crime malum in 
Ce Of the Mtee, but to create a new crime. It is not to punish 
8 Would fmbribery and corruption, the robbery of the ballot 
of polit. Eigpox, the suppression or forging of returns, or usur- 
f appro. flbpation OF neglect of official duty in giving effect to 
n. Whe. cae will of the majority in elections, but the use of 
© action persuasion or dissuasion, of intermeddling to control 
gover. [mor influence voters by means that are lawful and 
SOciated fmyight in others. Every citizen ought to qualify him- 
creet |e. elf by study, conversation, and every other means 
ith both, HMof acquiring knowledge, to understand the theory 
0 all the and principles of our institutions, and to ascertain 
ry trans. Mmthe best inode of administering them in their true 
: Not the IEspirit, so as to promote the greatest good of the 
Inquire, Iagereatest number, and to render himself capable of 
rrupt the fEmaischarging any trust that my be conferred on him 
> are ye. MMby his fellow citizens. Itis as well his right as his 
against Meduty to discuss and promulge freely the measures 
mselves f any administration, and the character and con- 
om thejp fEduct of those who support or oppose it, as well to 
-aCcusa. Mecontrol them by the censorship of public opinion as 
Ssertiong to subject them to the test of the constitution. In 
partisan doing so he may win the confidence of his fellow 
arty, can meitizens by his declared opinions, or nay become 
lation as IMMidentified with some great principle which concili- 
for the Mates their support. AH this is innocent and praise- 
yorthy, even if the motive is the acquisition of of- 

believed [fice, because it promotes the public good. Can it 
ted whe. [ebe wise, or even just, to punish as a crime, when 
dan ad- [he attains office, what was patriotic and praise- 
but one {worthy while he was seeking it? Yet why should 
ose Who [Mpllice seeking and office holding thus be separated 
hope of {by arbitrary enactments, which bestow honors and 
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onfidence upon the one, and penalty and ignominy 
pon the other, for doing the same act? How is it 
ossible for any of the officers enumerated in this 
pill freely to discuss public men and measures in 
private circles, in public assemblies, in the news- 
apers, or even in the unreserved confidence of so- 
ial intercourse, when an elector is present, before 
pr after an election, without subjectinz himself to 
he sweeping penalties of this bill? It is unequal. 
Vhile one set of functionaries under the federal go- 
erninent, and all those of the state governments, 


‘ney, thef@nd the officers of the corporations of associated 
office byMwealth, are left with an unrestricted freedom of 
rainst the f™Bpeech and of the press, this bill puts a gag and fet- 
inlimited fers upon afew proscribed men, in respect to public 
0 the in- 


tion, and 
nduct of 


orruption than other office holders? Is it to guard 
riotic al 


against the corrupting influence and patronage of 


no other fiMthe federal adininistration? If so, the effect of the 
ends and Mill would be still more objectionable, as in degrad- 
does ot MBng thein by taking from them the rights common 
t instan- fo all others, it would prepare them to become the 
ents. ‘illing instruments of corruption or ambition. This 
e places bill would create a caste among office holders, de- 
e bill are MMfiving their authority from the same high source, the 
elections Mpeople, and requiring the same high qualifications 
or of the Mo discharge their duties. Those enumerated would 
t they do MMe degraded by the very acceptance of office, which 
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‘ould cut thei off from all identity of feeling, in- 
erest, and sympathy with their fellow citizens, by 


Eilizenship. It converts those officers into mutes. 


election MMBt enforces temporary outlawry of the dearest and 
jose wii Most inestimable rights of citizenship, witha penalty 
e to the MMBuspended over their heads during the continuance 
al princ: MP! office, which may be cut by a word, message, 
f the sel- MM ritiug, or even a look, and dvom them to become 
on of of M™putcasts—politieal lepers. They would he dishon- 
ye major M™Pred by the very act of surrendering such rights far 
d conc Mle inereenary motives of pecuniary gain and re- 


nging the 
nmeut ii 
ctions, 8 


‘atds of office, and proclaim themselves slaves, 
~~» the fit instruments for making slaves of others. 
hey wouid find the badges of slavery and dishon- 


re evely Written upon their commissions. It creates a 
ate lawssM#P'vileged class of officeholders. The president 


! : ° ‘ ° 
id his cabinet, the heads of bureaus and their 
lerks, the officers of congress, the judiciary and 


y prose 


vin thosiBheir clerks, and the district attorneys, the officers 
aised andi the army and navy, in short, a!l the federal offi- 
8 subject fs whose emoluments are greatest, and whose 
adminis f@phere of influence is most extensive, are left free, 
their duly Nhile those who derive their compensation from 
are thereMees given, for labor performed in the execution of 
just foul@neir duties, or their daily support from their daily 


upon it a 
are strug 
t to think 
Ives just 
3 and de 
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or in the offices or employments enumerated, 
re prohibited from intermeddling in elections, by 
ord or deed, save only by giving their own vote. 
‘ it to recognise distinctions in society, grades of 
irlue in officeholders? Is it to imply that the pro- 
Cribed officeholders, being chiefly subordinate, and 
Nany of them hard working men, must * have bri- 


he voluntary mutilation of the very manhood of 


(dies in their mouths, and saddles upon their backs,” 
as a preliminary qualification for office? Why 
should those officers be rendered aliens, and be cut 
off from the enjoyment of the social rights of dis- 
cussing political subjects, even under the protection 
of their own household gods, while the other func- 
tionaries of the federal and state governments, and 
the officers of the corporations of associated wealth, 
and the ermployees of private persons are perwitted 
to retain the full rights of citizens? This bill de- 
grades the right of suffrage, the guardian of all po- 
litical rights, by meting it out as a boon in different 
portions, to diiferent citizens, all equally worthy 
of trust, and distinguished by popular favor, and 
by placing it under an odious espoinage. 

It surrounds the proscribed officers with a body of 
common informers, stimulated by two of the strong- 
est incentives to constant vigilance—the hope of 
gain, and the desire of office—to watch their every 
word, message, writing, look, or action, to torture it 
into an endeavor to persuade, or to dissuade, an 
elector, in giving his vote, or intermeddling in an 
election. By day and by night, in public and in 
private, in the election of a president or a governor, 
of a constable ora pound keeper, the omnipresent 
eye of this new body of familiars is alike upon the 
collector and his cartman, the superintendent of the 
public works, ard the day laborer in his employ. 
Where is the limit to be found in this bill which 
separates freedom of speech and of the press from 
its operation? The open, manly independence of 
thought and liberty of action, heretofore justly con- 
sidered the best preservatives of our institutions, 
must soon perish under the parasitic embrace of this 
bill. It not only punishes the freedom of action, 
but of thought. It forbids the designated person, 
as well from intermeddling in any federal or state 
election, as from using any means with intent to 
control or influence the same; thus introducing a 
new crime in our code, without precision or techni- 
cal definition, broad and comprehensive as the thea- 
tre of human action, and expansive as human 
thought on political subjects. While it deprives one 
class of federal officers of a portion of their rights, 
it bestows the most latitudinarian power upon ano- 
ther class, the farthest removed from the influence 
of the people—the judiciary. Them it clothes with 
jurisdiction to decide what is an endeavor to per- 
suade, or to dissuade, an elector to give his vote , 
what act is an intermecdling in an election; and 
what is using any means with intent to influence or 
control the same. It is stamped with the most odi- 
ous and miserable impress of tyranny, vagueness, 
_and uncertainty. It may well be doubted whether 





power, even to the purity of the sacred ermine. 
The history of other countries is full of warning 
upon this subject. The Spanish inquisition, with 
all iis terrible atrocities, was reared upon quite as 
slender a foundation. Its proposed object was to 
render religion pure and incorrupt; and, for that 
avowed holy purpose, the most latitudinarian power 
was given to its ministers. To prevent-heresy in 
religion, they had, or soon assumed for that purpose 
the power fo punish all persons who endeavored to 
** persuade” or ‘ dissuade” others, or in anywise 
*‘intermeddle” in matters of religion. Hence, also, 
they gradually assumed cognizance of the intentions, 
and the thoughts of men, and the tendencies of their 
words and wiitings, in the streets and in the saered 
privacy of the closet, on a subject of universal con- 
cern and everlasting interest, and subjected them to 
the never- sleeping eye of a body of informers, under 
the name of familiars. The parallel between the 
bill referred to the committee and the origin of the 
inquisition, is as striking as it is alarming, and dif- 
fers less in the means than the end; the one being 
designed to render religion pure and incorrupt, and 
the other to preserve the elective franchise pure and 
incorrupt. ‘The delegation of such unlimited power 
corrupted even the sacred priesthood ; and religious 
heresy became the means of their power, and the 
terrible instrument of their malice or tyranny. Are 
laymen more pure or safer depositaries of unlimited 
discretion? May it not be justly apprehended that 
political heresy may become, in the hands of the 
judiciary, as formidable a means of power and as 
vindictive an instrument of malice and tyranny? 
** Confidence is every where the parent of despot- 
isin; free government is founded in jealousy, not 
confidence, It is jealousy, not confidence, which 
prescribes limited constitutions, to bind down those 
whoin we are obliged to trust with power.” 

The committee believe that the spirit of our in- 
stitutions is onward; and that it is more consistent 
with that spirit to look upon the ruins of the inqui- 
sition which have fallen before the progress of hu- 
inan liberty, as monuments of its triuinph, than to 
find materials to reconstruct new fortresses, from 
which to assail the imprescriptible rights of man. 





a ) 


The magnitude of the discretionary power com- 
mitted by this bill to the judiciary, has a tendency’ 
to convert our form of government into a judicial 
despotism, quite as intolerable to a free people, and 
equally odious as any other. The history of the 
star chamber, like that-of the inquisition, proves 
that no class, however venerated and elevated, is the 
safe depository of unlimited discretionary power, 
even for the most holy and salutary ends. The 
most dangerous and destructive assaults upon human 
rights have been made from fortresses constructed 
for their defence. It deserves serious consideration, 
whether a law like this bill could ever be carried 
into execution at this day, and under our free insti- 
tutio.s—a law which prostrates the freedom of 
thought, of action, of speech, and of the press, so 
far as respects a large portion of the most intelligent, 
respected, and meritorious of our citizens. The 
great body of the functionaries whom this bill would 
elject, have been honored by the selection of the 
people, to discharge responsible duties, for their 
honesty, capacity, and fidelity to the constitution. 
The habitual reviler of republican institufions, and 
of the capacity of the people for self government, 
may in vain attempt to fix a stigma upon all officers 
who derive their appointments from the people, for 
the purpose of thus gradually ui dermining their con- 
fide nce in the government of their choice, but the 
people will always be found true to themseives, and 
will never submit to the execution of a law which 
deprives their fellow-citizen of his common and 
equal rights, simply because they had distinguished 
him by their favor and preference. In the opinion 
of the committee, this bill would arm a body of in- 
formers with dangerous powers. In the contests of 
parties, it may happen that the state functionaries 
may nite with the corporations of associated wealth, 
in a party struggle to obtain the power of the fede- 
ral government; armed with the tremendous engin- 
ery of this law, actions of debt, bill, or plaint, in 
any district or circuit court of the United States, 
and penalty and costs, is there not reason to fear 
that it would be used with ruinous effect against 
any of the proscribed officers, who would not use 
“the great powers”’ given to the officers of the fed- 
eral government to promote the views of the office 
seekers? On the other hand, would it not enable 
a corrupt administration to punish them for an in- 
FSenbhibeed exercise of their judgment in like man- 
ner? The committee will only advert to one other 
| objection to the policy of this bill. Its obvious 
tendency is to alienate the people from the federal 
‘government, by infusing a jealousy of its powers 
and its officers, by unjust discriminations between 





en aad public measures. Why this discrimination?+ the end—the purity and treedom of electiou—would | the two sets of functionaries chosen by the people, 
re the proscribed officers more corrupt or liable to | justify such means, a delegation of such undefined | to carry on the two co-ordinate departments of the 


one single and integral government, formed by the 
‘compact of the states, to array the state govern- 
ments and ils functionaries against the federal gov- 
‘ernment and its functionaries, and thus gradually to 
‘undermine or weaken it, by treating as aliens in the 
| state governmenis those who accept office under the 
federal government, In short, its tendency would 
be, to ‘alienate one portion of the country from 
the rest, and to enfeeble the sacred ties which now 
link together the various paris,” and therefore, in 
_the opinion of the committee, it ought to be resisted 
‘in the beginning. 

The committee are aware that a precedent may 
_be found for the principles of this bill, and almost 
its language, in the legislation of England. So also 
may be found a precedent for the total disfranchise- 
ment of the officers of the customs, excuse duties, 
and post office, while holding office. Such a plant 
may beindigenousinsuchasoil. Here it must ever 
be an exotic, frown the essential difference between 
the two governments. In the British government, the 
jealousy of encroachment on the rights of the people 
is confined to the king. The representatives of the 
people are considered not only exeinpt themselves 
from distrust, but likewise the guardians of the 
people against such encroachments. Hence, there, 
it is a principle that parliament is oinnipotent; and 
all barriers are raised, not against the parliament, 
but the prerogative of the king. Here, all power 
ewanates from the people; and the constitution, 
which is paramount to all laws, secures them as 
well against legislative as executive usurpation. 
The committee are not prepared to yield to the 
policy of importing the chains and gags of the legis- 
lation of Great Britain to manacle and fetter the iree 
citizens of this country. The free and honest ex- 
ercise of the right of suffrage ought not to be 
abridged, shackled, or fettered by tederal legisla- 
tion; nor should any class of citizens be rendered 
odious by jealous distinctions. The committee can 
perceive no reason for the adoption by congress of 
any restriction upon any of what they deein the in- 
estimable and unalienable rights of every class of 


: = 
citizens, merely because they have been honored 





with the confidence of the people. They know no 
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objection to reason, argument, ur even persuasion, 
by word, message, or writing, either belore or after 
an election, from whomsoever it may proceed, or 
by whatever motive prompted. Nor do they under- 
stand on what just principles it can be maintained 
that the possession ot office simply should deprive 
a citizen of the influence arising from character, in- 
telligence, integrity, and the confidence which they 
inspire, and of the right to use it as others are lett 
tree to use theirs. The committee can find no 
scales in the consitution in which to weigh the re- 
lative patriotism, integrity and independence of the 
functionaries of the federal or state governments, 
and the officers of corporations, or the employers of 
individuals. They cannot believe that the em- 
ployees of the federal government are more corrupt 
or corrupting than the employees of other bodies 
corporate or politic, or of individuals, They are 
satisfied that the best corrective of any abuse of the 
freedom or purity of elections by the officers desig 
nated, in the manner rendered penal by this bill, 
even if any such exists, will begound in an enlight- 
ened public opinion, which, sooner or later, depends 
upon the legitimate moral force of truth, and the 
influence of reason and fair arguinent, irrespective 
of mere official authority. So far, they believe the 
experience of the working of our institutions has 
proved the truth of the axiom of the great apostle 
of democracy, that “ error of opinion may always 
be safely tolerated, where reason is left free to com- 
bat it.””. They can find no justification of the policy 
or justice of restraining, by law, the unlimited 
liberty of the exercise of the freedom of speech or 
of the press by every class of citizens, whether in 
or out of office, than such as in other countries has 

rompted the establishment of political or religions 
Inqnisitions, analagous to the tendencies of this bill, 
which are alike at war with experience, the spirit 
of the age, and the genius of our institutions. But 
if any mischief has arisen or may arise from this 
source, the legitimate reme:ly must be sought and 
found in the legislation of the several states, whose 
constitutional duty it is to piescribe the privileges 
and immunities of their citizens, free froin the con- 
trol of federal legislation. 

But whatever may be the opinion entertained as 
to the policy of this law, the committee are of o;,in- 
ion that the remedy proposed ts unconstitutional. 
The second section of the first article of the consti- 


‘tution declares that the members of the house of 


representatives shall be chosen ‘ by the people of 
the states, who shall have the qualifications re- 
qiisite for electors of the most numerous branch of 
the state legislature.”? And by article second, sec- 
tion first, declares that electors of president and 
vice president ‘shall be appointed in such manner 
as the state legislatures may direct ;” and the second 
section of the fourth article of the constitution de- 
clares that the citizens of each state ‘* shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens 
in the severa! states.”” Congress, therefore, have 
no right to intermeddle, by law, in prescribing the 
qualifications of electors, or the mode of conducting 
elections of members of the house of representatives, 
or electors of president and vice president, nor in 
respect to the privilege or immunities of a citizen 
of a state; that right belongs exclusively to the 
states, and is by the constitution withheld from the 
federal governinent, It is difficult to perceive upon 
what constitutional grant of power the right to pre- 
scribe the qualifications of electors, and the mode 
of conducting state elections for state oflicers, can 
be sustained, and the committee cannot find any 
warrant in that instrament for its assumption by 
congress. 

But if any doubt upon this subject could exist, if 
is dispelled by the first article of the ainendments 
to the constitution, which declares that ‘* congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
relizion, or the free exercise thereof, or abridging 
the freedom of speech or of the press, or of the rivht 
of the people peaceably to assemble to petition the 
governinent for the redress of grievances.” The 
cominittee believe that the powers of the federal 
government result from the constitution, and are 
limited by the plain sense and intention of that in- 
strument, and that the state sovereignties are only 


diminished by powers specifically enumerated, or| 
necessary to carry the specified powers into effect | 


and that the states, by the constitution, retained to 
theinselves the right of protecting the freedom of 
religious principles, and of judging how far the 
licentiousness of speech and of the press may be 
abridged without lessening their useful freedom, 
and how far the abuses which cannot be separated 
from their use should be tolerated, rather than the 
use be destroyed. The freedom of religion, of 
speec’), and of the press. and of the right of the peo- 
ple peaceably to assemble and petition for the re- 
dress of grievances, is withdrawn, in express terms, 
from the powers of the federal government. It is 








deemed unnecessary by the committee to attempt to 
demonstate these propositions. ‘They have already 
been done by the resolutions of the Virginia legis- 
lature in 1798, 1799 and 1800, and the resolutions of 
the legislature of Kentucky in 1798 and 1799. The 
provisions of this bill are, in the opinion of the 
committee, more clearly unconstitutional than those 
of the alien and sedition laws; their tendency is 
more Clearly aud unequivocally to abridge the free- 
dom of speech, of the liberty of the press, and of 
the right of peaceably assembling. It is true it is 
confined to a particular class, certain designated 
officers under the federal government, but it will 
hardly be seriously conteniied that this makes any 
essential difference. If you may lawfully abridge 
the freedom intended to be granted by the constitu- 
tion to all, by laws embracing only a portion, you 
may thus proceed until all are finally deprived of 
their rights. 

Under every aspect that the committee have been 
able to view the provisions of this bill, it appears to 
them that it is unjust, unequal, impracticable, im- 
politic, tyrannical, and unconstitutional ; that it is 
founded on an assumption of power by the federal 
government not granted by the constitution, and 
destructive of the rights of the several independent 
states composing the union, and of the constitutional 
rights of the citizens of those states, and that its 
provisions are of a most alarming and dangerous 
tendency—not called for by any existing mischief, 
and would not afford an appropriate remedy if such 
mischief existed. They, therefore, respectfully re- 
port the said bill, without amendinent, and recom- 
mend that the same should not be passed. 

A BiLL to prevent the interference of certain federal 
officers in elections. 


To the end that the great powers given to the officers 
of the federal government, and other persons em- 
ployed in its service, may not be used for the in- 
fluencing of elections, which ought to be free and 
incorrupt: 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That from and after the first day of April, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, no mar- 
shal or deputy marshal, no postmaster or deputy post- 
master, no receiver or register of a land office, or any 
of their deputies or clerks, no surveyor, general of the 
public lands, or any of his deputies or assistants, no 
collector, surveyor, naval officer, weigher, guager, ap- 
praiser, or other officer or person whatsoever concerned 
or employed in the charging, collecting, levying, or 
managing the customs, or any branch or part thereof, 
no engineer, officer, or agent employed or concerned in 
the execution or superintendence of any of the public 
works, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, endeavor to persuade ary 
elector to give, or dissuade any elector from giving his 
vote for the choice of any person to be elector of presi- 
dent and vice president of these United S:ates, or for 
the choice of any person to be a senator or rejresen- 
tative in the congress of the said United States, or for 
the choice of any person to be governor or lieutenant 
governor of any state, or of any persun to be a repre- 
sentative or member in the legislative department of 
any state of this union, or for the choice of any person 
to serve in any public office established by the law of 
any of said states; nor shall any such officer or person 
intermeddle in any of the elections above mentioned, 
or use uny means with intent to influence or control 
the same, otherwise than by giving his own vote; and 
every person offending therein shall forfeit the sum of 
five hundred dollars ; one moiety thereof to the inform- 
er, and the other moiety thereof to the United States 
aforesaid, to be recovered, with costs of suit, by any 
person that shall sue for the same, by action of debt, 
bill, or plaint, in any of the district or circuit courts of 
the United States; and every person convict, on any 
such suit, of the said offence. shall thereby become dis- 
abled and incapable of ever bearing or executing any 
office or place of trust whatsoever under the said 
United States. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

February, 2. Petitions were presented as fol- 
lows : 

By Mr. Buchanan : From a number of owners of 
ships, masters and pilots, asking an appropriation to 
make a harbor atthe mouth of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware canal: they concur in recommending 
this position as alfording more security from storms 
or ice than any other on the whole river. 

Also, from numerous citizens residing upon and 
near the Ohio river, asking an appropriation for the 
improvement ofthe same. 

By Mr. Benton: From the cordwainers of the 
city of Washington, complaining of the system pur- 
sued in the penitentiary of the District, as detrimnen- 
tal to honest labor, and interfering with the rights 
ofthe mechanic. 

By Mr. Swift: From citizens of Vermont, asking 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 





In this case the motion to receive was Ordered tg }; moe 
on the table. 0 jj Mr. £ 











After a few private reports were receiy his rema 










committees, the remainder of the day ieee acc being au 
ed, according to special order, in the considera ane > 
of bills involving private land claims, a number cominit 
which were ordered toa third reading. , to the se 

The bill to continue in force an act for the acted on 
adjustment of private land claims in Missoyy; a 
proved 9th July, 1832, and the act supplements Monde 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833, was amended, by Mr. - 
inotion of Mr. Benton, so as to limit its oper fmm hour of! 
to claiins not exceeding 10,000 arpens each . was take 
then ordered to be engrossed. a Mr. R 

After a short executive session, inetfectu 

Thesenate adjourned. pose ol 

February 4. Nearly the whole day’s session pum Dil! Te? 
devoted by the senate to the consideration of Imm °° the | 
vate bills. P United 

Mr. Strange presented certain joint resolution lor dee 
the legislature of North Carolina, asking fora ; Fei” 
by which silver change may be coined at the bray the ga 
mnin's, and complaining of its scarcity in that sta ge 
On the presentation of these resolutions an inci, and the 
tal debate arose,in which Messrs. Clay, Sirqy, soothe 
Niles, Benton, aud Brown took part, when tip regen 
were referred, and the senate adjourned. py 

February 5. The bill from the house of represe ne late. 
tatives making appropriations for the revolution, ance we 


and other pensioners, was reported, considered Mim ter. 









committee of the whole, and ordered to a third; The h 
ding. , 
Also, the bill making an appropriation for the tey ee 
porary support of the Seminole Indians remoygum °° ©! ai 
from Florida. ) Moore i 
The bill introduced from the committee on nim ; y cali 
cory afiairs for the armed occupation of Florida, - Fin irk 
taken up. "ta 
Mr. Benton explained at length the objects of ; lg 
bill, and was followed by Mr. Preston againtif pjstrict o 


principles, and Mr. Linn in its favor. The dise 
sion was continued to a late hour, when the} 
was laid on the table, on motion of Mr. Beanion, 
go into the eonsideration of executive business; 
alter spending some time thereon, the senate q 
journed. 


neither st 
embracin 
day or ni 
seditious - 
a tendenc 
brief stat 


: , ade b 
february 6. A number of bills were oni hae A 
ed tobe engrossed, among which were, the bill writs 
S : : the last t 
regulate the pay of masters in the navy, the | “And \ 
to establish a pension agency at Montpelier, jon: of 


Vermont, and the bill granting to the state of BR oder, ar 
nois the right of way through the public lands. and the p 

























The bill for the armed occupation of Florida wi order of | 
briefly discussed. This bill provides for the seit After s 
ment of 10,000 male adults, to each of whon i matter « 
granted for one year.a ration of beef and brea A. on ti 
together with ammunition, and a donation of The de 
acres of land, after the Indians shall have D4 ctate of t 
driven from the se‘tlements. Briggs 2 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the bill was amet house til 
by requiring that the military stations should! morning 
be within less than ten miles of each other, ani that the « 
striking out the requisition that the settlers UMMMR ed to rep 
the bill should not absent themselves without le estinates 
from commanding officers of the United States The S, 

Mr. Preston having remarked that the semi oy ouutiy, 
from Missouri (Mr. Benton) had desired a test" A lette 
on this bill at an early stage of its progress, 1ott reports fi 
for the purpose of making that test, that the bil talshlones 
indefinitely postponed. This motion was CMR the hous 
in the affirmative by yeas and nays, as foliows: of the nu 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of _Ky., Criite@t weston « 
Davis, Foster, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Mim ,, 1833. 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Sm! Al : 
Inda., Spente, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, We ette 
White, Young—22. a report ¢ 

NAYS—-Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, ‘ lnforimati 
houn, Clay of Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, Habbard, ! January 
Lumpkin, Mouron, Nicholas. Niles, Norvell. Robi North Ca 
Sevier, Smith of Conn., Wall, Williams of Missi4 A lette 
Wright—-20. “ge ting infor 

Subsequently this vote was reconsidered, HM of Janua 
the biil was laid on the table for further consi ordinary : 
tion. New Orh 

And the senate adjourned. A lette 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


answer te 
July, 282 


Saturday, February 2. The motion to reco™@e od jn the 
the report of the committee of ways and mea" of tie ho 
the state of the finances, with instructions ‘0 ‘ imposed 
rect any errors that may be found thereih, be rerular ¢| 
the unfinished busines of the morning hour, A lette 


resumed, when Mr. Petriin demanded tle | 


: : , : vat In answe 
vious question, but withdrew it at the requ” 


for copies 


Mr. Biddle, who, in reply to Mr. Pickens MM Samy. I 
marks a few days since, disclaimed any know! the navy 
of party concert in reference to the tariff. departuic 

Mr. Rhett addressed the house for some tii? A lette 
the general subject of the report. | an abstra 

The previous question being then insisted OF th, Unit 
Mr. Petrikin, was put and rejecied. Ments, ay 
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ein ie 7 ry se e% ° . nd » . 
ered tg i Mr. Briggs commenced a reply to Mr. Rheit, but Phe house then went into cominiitee on the ; amount ofrevenue io be derived from thei as to their 
: his remarks were arrested by Uie orders of the da} inion, aud resumed the consideration of the army | Value as public property, and as to the equitable claims 
Ved fh», being announced. service bili, the pending question being on the mo- of individuals upon them; and that he at the same 
aS o¢ 2 larve mass of private bills considered in | tion of Mr. Mason of Va. to increase the item for |e Coumunicate to congress all the information in 
. Cu The large Pp . ‘ . 2@ ~ t tl a tr * d y mints : 
nsideratj, cominittee yesterday were to-day passed and seni | uational armories from $300,000 to $360,000, the ee ot 1€ ns EH epartment relative to their 
Humber to the senate for coucurrence. A tew others were | saine as in former years. Se eee see ee oe and a as Gal aed 
acted on, and then Mr. Calhoun of Mass. was entitled to the floor, | 144 surveys a Tae Sa a sud be neranids cones 
T the fiy The house adjourned. but yielded itto Mr. Thompson, who addressed the purposes : eraal aad 
a an Monday, February 4. The resolution submitted ayant Jength upon the leading topics of the Mr. Bouldin, from the committee for the District 
Solana’ Mr. Davies on Monday last to‘change the daily |‘ “The h ail support of the pending proposition. | of Columbia, reported with amendments senate bill 
. ’ . a 2 avo ° > @ eée ° . . 
all nour of meeting of the house to 11 o’clock, A.M.| | ” Se iment was then rejected, ayes 37, noes | to amend an act entited ‘an actto establish a crimi- 
Perati ‘as taken up and agreed to. Ree counted: . ual court ia the District of Columbia.” 
each, im Mr. Russell (leave having been denied) made an ect Cumbreleng moved threeitems ofamendments, | Mr, Mason, of Ohio, from the committee on mili- 
ineffectual motion to suspend the rule, for the pur- which he said were re-appiopriations of ainounts | tary affairs, reported a bill fur the erection of an 
ose of enabling him to submit a motion that the gone to the surplus fund, viz: $52,125 for opening | armory on the western waters. 
, bill reported from the select committee in relation | ¢ at 2 road on the western frontier ; $18,538 for | Mr. McKay, from the same committec, reported 
10n of nt Enited States, be made the special order of the day preting barracks at fort Severn, Maryland ; all of | claims of the militia ot Vermont, called out by the 
. ? ; vd < 4 ~ it } uP G r q ; 
for Thursday of next week. which, cat few words from Mr. &ice Garlund, vovernor of that state to prevent av unlawtlul incur- 
Solutions This being the day, by the rules, set apart for a Bi itp . cL 4 . tion ‘- | sion into Canada, 
& fora } the presentation of petitions and memorials, the | ¢ és “pratyeincn ‘ah Rec eg wn item of $20,009, Also, a bill making appropriations for the pur- 
the brary states were Called in order from Vermout down, nadie ivingston, in Loutsiana, which was also re- | chase of land adjoining the arsenal in Charleston, 
that sta and the whole day was consumed in disposing ot late Pe ba a South Carolina. 
an incid business of that character. A great number were | - Mr. tig w he ine appropriation of $50,000. Also, a bill making appropriations to carry on 
Is Strang resented from the non-slavehoiding states on the a bed ae ee and ye character, con- land complete certain military surveys, and a reso- 
When thy subject of abolition and the slave trade, the inde- nected with the deieuce of the Atlantic frontier, &c. | jution ot the senate for the purchase of the island 
. endence of Hayti, &c., a few asking the repeal of and had letters frout the departwentread in support ' at the confluence of the St. Peter’s and Mississippi 
of represe, the late revision of the neutrality law, aad the bal- of it; butit was rejected. rivers, Which was read the third time aid passed. 
volutions ance were generally of a private and local charac- | ; Mr. Mason, of Virginia, moved anamendinent for| Also, a joint resolution authorizing the secretary 
sidered Am ter. HR PTOVING the machinery and repairing tke build | of war to purchase a site in the District of Coiuin- 
CR . ings at Harper’s ferry, and quoted recommendations | bia for - magazi : s he : 
a thirds The house then adjourned. 5 : , q S| bia for a powder magazine and keeper’s house ; 
d Feb. 5 The § os , : and estlinaies in support of the amendment, but it which resolution was read, ordered to be engrossed, 
for thete Tuesday, , ” he first oy was taken upin | was rejected. aud read athird time to-day. 
: 4 r y re. wl ( (L?. i f p 7 . ; . ; , ‘ : . . . 
18 remo So ae ia Vilatl si to % Silos initeyr ‘le a Mr. Mercer, to obviate an objection of Mr. Cam-| Mr. Brousun, from the committee on the territo- 
ress gh ‘d f: Be eeyen ch = Distri y Mr. breleng, ottered his amendment ior surveys ina new | ries, reported a bid for the relief of the Brotherton 
ee on ni Moore yesterday froin citizens ol this District, pray-| form, coufining it to the $30,000 authorized by the | Indians in the territory of Wisconsin 
. ; j r ngres rl f : { % < j ¢ F yf * “oy 2 3 ; . - . Fi . . 
Florida, y Ins et Sto give no countenance to abolition | act of 1824; but the committee rejected it. Also, a bill to establish a system of internal im- 
Oke eae was a3 follows Mr. Montgomery offered a long amendment, pro- provements in Wisconsin. 
. Cv ie 2 re 1a Fr +t} * « *49 & : Scar . ° ° 
jects of t “My oor : Ce . ee € citi ra posing some new regulations and restrictious res- Also, a bill to fix the salaries of the keepers of 
arainst; _ Mr. Moore presented a petition of citizens of the | pecting the pay and allowauces of cflicers in the | the public archives in Florida 
SA District of Columbia, praying that congress will give |; ': which was declared o1 a “alia . . 
Phe dise either support nor countenance to a band of fanatics bak Se rece bree paninageting amr Mr. Polls, from the sane committee, reported a 
len the WP embracing men, women, and children, who cease not | ves ee (Sek fees, sne reported the bill | pill to alter and amend the organic laws of the terri- 
, Benio,fmm day or nigit to crowd the tables of congress with their to the house, which concurred in all the amend- | tories of Wisconsin and Iowa. 
usiness, ame Seditious memorials upon the subject oj slavery, having ments of the comunittee. On motion of Mr. Sergeant, from the select com- 
senate qe a tendency to disturb. the integrity of the union. Al. Pie item for tbe military road on the western | inittee on steam engines, 
brief statement of the conten:s of this petition was | frontier was oifered anew by Mr. Cambreleng, and Zesolvid, T > committee be discharged from th 
} pecit | ,; thatthe ged irom the 
ae al made by Mr. M.; when it was laid on the tabie.” agreed to. further cons deration of the petition and papers relating 
* = Mr. Adams moved the foliowing substitute for| Mr. Mercer renewed his motion for the appro-|to the alleged invention of Cadwallader Evans, the 
ah ye the last two lines: | priation of $30,000 for surveys; but, before any | subject being properly cognizable by the commissioners 
ce he “And while Mr. Moore was making a brief state- | question was taken— appointed under the act of last session. : 
ss ry ment of the contents of said petition, he was called to The house adjourned. Mr. arabes Mise the ec committee MAb the 
state 0 or, an speaker decider e i ir. | . ; . , | petition of Janes Rumsey, made a report at length 
ogi order, and the speaker vay igo the Bg notin order, | Wednesday, February 6. After one or two inef- |? tading with the fall egos “ ‘hee. 
0S, and the petidun was sent to the clerk’s table, and no | fectual t to set aside ti euter ord conciuding with (he lohow ing resolution, to wil: 
Florida¥ order of the house was taken thereon.” | ein pss oo e “ ape oe BO Segue: hey er of bu- Resolved by the senate and house of representatives in 
+41 . ° ‘ >Ss x “Dos aking tert: ‘ “ -% . ; 
or the sei After some couversation and inuch contusion, the ne i ¢ wee se wih , 2 vey 5 toa doe wi special congress assembled, ‘That the president of the United 
of whow Hi matter was terminated by laying the motion of Mr. | ars, Lhe comuitiees were Calied lor reports, aud |S ates he, and he is hereby, requested to present to 
and bral A. on the table, on motion of Mr. Craig about filly private bills for pensions and claims | Janes Rumsey, jr. the son and only surviving child of 
ation of i The debate pl Me GCombestonn’s semmat on the | *°re brougitin. Those of a public character were | James Rumsey, deceased, a suitable gold medal com- 
have b#llE state of the finances pr ian one at Rg as follows: memorative of his father’s services and high agettcy ia 
{ 1e bik s 2S $ < F . cs , ote ¢ 4 
Briggs and Mr. Marvin sever: i a ' a. a 7g | Mr. Cumbreleng, from the committee of ways and | giving to the world the benefit of steamboats. | 
reg ( - dddrvin severally addressed the! oo oans. reported an amend:nent to the bill making Mr. Hwiier, of Virginia, from the select commit- 1 
as ameli house till the expiration of the time ailotted for | rae, age bore qnesne Dt apne pdb menebmaeas ttt ‘iyo : . 
shoudl ae ‘= Mie ay CMe abolked 101 | appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses | fee to which were referred certain resolutions in rela- a 
ine pa ete usiness. ‘The satter gentleman moved | of the government for 1839. tion to the mode of collecting and disbursing the okey 
ood t the coimimittee " : ays and ineans be instruct- Mr. A. Johnson, from the committee on com- | public revenue, made a report thereon, and reported ae 
, m ed to report the usua iarbor bill, according to the merce. reported a bill making an sropriation for |@ bill to provide for the collection and disbursement Peal. 
ithout le estimates of the proper departments tor pas pogu ean werregrenge. Mar Flas 6 aroma ag PP hate SEY 
d States. : : ” $ the erection of a marine hospital in the city of St. | of the public money. : fet 
she eal The Speaker laid before the house the following Joseph, in the Territory of Florida. Mr. DeGraff, from the committee on commerce, Pia 
od ‘ test i Coote Si cae m4 be Mr. Cushman, froin the same committee, reported reported an act in addition to ah act supplementary fe Bd 
ress, snore sore — t 1e ray of war, transmitting without amendment the joint resolution {froin the | to, and lo aipend ap act entitled an act to regulate 7 a : 
st the bi reports from bene of the treasury and coin- | senate authorizing the president of the United States ithe collection of duties on linposts and tonnage, ries 
was calf ies Sener ~ ndian affairs, in answer to the call of | to cause certain surveys to be made; a bill making | passed itereh, 1795, and for other purposes, which Lie 
its “ louse of the 14th ultimo, requiring a statement | appropriations for building light-houses, light-boats, | bill was ordered to be engrossed. ; Bi 
 Crittet of the nuinber of ndians annually removed to the ‘beacon iights, and buoys for the year 1839; a bill The house then resumed the consideration of the 
mk. Ma western side of the Mississippi river, from 1789 | making appropriations for building a pier at the | "ny service bill for 1839, the pending question be- 
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of Mississ4 


to 1833, 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 
areport of the paymaster general, containing the 
information called for by the house on the 28th of 
January last, in relation to the non-payment of 
North Carolina volunteers during the last year. 
_Aletter from the postmaster general, transmit- 
ting information called for by the house on the 23th 








northern extremity of Winnebago lake, and foi 
other purposes ; anda bill for the relief of Nathan 
Levy. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported the fullowing resolution, which was 
concurred in: 

Resolved, 'That the commissioner of the general land 
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ing on the motion of Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, to 
ainend the bill by adding to the end thereot an ap- 
propriation of $30.000 for the prosecution of sur- 
veys under the act of 1824. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out all after the word ** for,” and insert- 
ing, in lieu thereof, an appropriation of $4,000 for 


om 


office be required to transmit to this house, at as early | arrearages of surveys under the act of 1824. 


idered a eg he ; . ; . 
veggie? of January last, in relation to the failures in the | a day as practicable, a copy of the correspondence be-| | After some remarks from Mr. Mercer in opposi- 
rr ¢ ordinary and express mails to and from the city ol tween hin and the recorder 1h relation to the correet- tion to the amendment, Mr. C. withdrew it, giving 

New Orleans within the last six months. ing, examining, signing, and issuing of patents: and a|\ notice that he should renew when the special biil 
A letter frou the postmaster general, stating, in | 5‘#‘ement, as nearly as can be ascertained, of the aver- | jor surveys, reported this morning by Mr. McKay 
Wwe oin 4 -| age number of erroneous patents issued bv mistake, or | 3 , 
Fart a resolution of the house of the 9th of | “s acon qb paten 7 ye 4° or | came up. 
ES. uly, 2838, th ition -3 wer , |iuadvertently ; and bis opinion with regard to the best | rp, , ‘ , 
0: at no additional clerks were employ- os ~ a he debs : ott 

to recom oq 5, Pee cae affcls de a “a “@ en = net yee remedy for tle prevention of like errors in future. | AA Sve gi bape eon sienna: dane by. 
nd meals of ti pos — e} m ntin answering Cais Mr. Word, trom the same cominittee, made a re- | +" vie el » ie) cer, Ouse, icivens, a _— . o 
tions to He jy, “ta gers of ee ened but that the labor port against the petition of citizens of Missouri, | Va., Evans, Mason, of Ohio, Taylor, Howard, Craig, 

: pose r s res aVi a . 7 : . : gen |. “stew the ~ Betesins ; . 
erein, be relt ies Bees calls pressed heavily upon the prayinga cession of swamp lands. in the southern vand cares dicts ya ninety mites ore ogg 
x hour, ‘ erks. . part of that state. ty kta, mit the house reiused to second il—ayes 
? a . -\ letter from the secretary of the navy, stating, M is. fr 65, noes 67. Mr. Cambreleng and Mr. Robertson 
fed the in answer to the call of the house of the 28th ultimo Sere eee, ee eR Bee rene | hen add i the house, when, on ti FX, 
e request for “ . ° ; a 0 ic : : : Wruine, a bill authorizing the issuing of duplicate land war- | then ace a tie ater o ,0 mo 10on rs Mr. 

5 copies of certain charges heretofore preferred by | 445 jn eases where the watrauts orivin: | Murray, the house, at about half past four o’clock 
Pickens Mi Samuel F . hy rants in cases where the warrants originally issued |“.*"": 

; t now! ; muel Etheridge against captain J D. Elliott, of are lost or destroyed - | adjourned. 
e@ navy, that, after a careful examination of the eget ; aia 
wifi. Ys that, a carelul ex: Mr. L. also reported the following resolution, 


ome time 


nsisted 0 


department, no such charges have been found, 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 
an abstract of the general returns of the militia of 
the United States, and of their arms, accoutre- 
Ments, and ammunition, for 1838. 


which was concurred in: 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause tu be prepared and presented to 





the public mineral lands, having reference as well to the 


the next congress, at an eagly day,a plan fur the sale of 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate, afier the reception of some reports 
and private petitions, . 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presente] a memorial, 
signed by a large number of the inhabitants of the 
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District of Columbia, remonstrating against the in- 
terference of the citizens of other parts of the coun- 
try in the subject of slavery in the District, and a- 
gainst any action on the part of congress in compli- 
ance with such unauthorized interference. 

Mr. C. addressed the senate for about two hours 
in opposition to .the proceedings and ulterior de- 
signs of the abolitionists, and concluded by moving 
to lay the memorial on the table, as it prayed for 
no legislative action} which motion, aftera few re- 
marks from Mr. Calhoun in commendation of the 
views of Mr. Clay, was agreed to nem. diss., and the 
senate adjourned. 


In the house of representatives, by unanimous con- 
sent, Mr. W. C. Johnson, from the select commit- 
tee of one from each state on public lands, reported 
the following resolutions: . 

Resolved, That the committee report tothe house, and 
ask leave to be discharged from the-further considera- 
tion of the subject matters referred to them, and that the 
journal of the committee be reported. and published. 

Resolved further, That the committee deem it inex- 
periens to take further steps on the subject of the pub- 
ic lands this session. 

Mr. Robertson, moved to amend the said resolu- 
tion by striking out therefrom all after the word 
*‘ resolved,” and inserting the following : 

“ That, hereafter, the secretary of the treasusy shall 
cause separate accounts to be kept of all moneys paid 
into the treasury on account of sales of the public lands, 
to be disposed of in the manner herein provided, unless 
otherwise by law specially directed, viz: he shall, on the 
first day of July succeeding the next census, and there- 
after semi-annually on the Ist day of July and January 
in each year, divide all the said moneys then in the 
treasury among the several states of the union in the 
ratio of their federal numbers. 

“* Provided, nevertheless, 'That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to prohibit the appropriation of 
the proceeds of the public lands, or such portion there- 
of as may be requisite to meet the necessary expendi- 
tures of the government for any year in which the re- 
ceipts from customs and other sources of revenue shall 
be estimated to fall below millions of dollars, and 
when it shall be deemed proper, on that account, to ap- 
ply the said proceeds by special appropriation to supply 
the deficiency and those expenditures. 

Provided, also, That in the event of war with the Uni- 
ted States and any foreign power, the semi-annual di- 
vision shall cease and be suspended during the continu- 
ance of such war. 

‘“ Provided, moreover, 'That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to impair the right and obligation of 
congress, whenever it shall satisfactorily appear that 
benefits from the use of the public lands, or the pro- 
ceeds thereof, have been heretofore, or shall be hereaf- 
ter, conferred on particular states, to extend as far as 

racticable to each and all the states, in their due and 
just proportions, who may require or be willing to ac- 
cept them, similar benefits upon the same or equiva- 
lent terms.” 

Mr. R. addressed the house for an hour in sup- 
port of his admendment, and had not concluded 
when the orders of the day were called for. 

On leave given, Mr. Dunn laid on the table with 
a view to be printed, an amendment to the above 
amendment, as follows: 

“ First paying to the states in which such lands are 
situate twelve and a half per cent. of the proceeds of 
the public lands sold within such states, respectively.” 

Mr. McKuy introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That there be printed of document 122 of 
the present session, being a supplemental report from 
the treasury department to document 297 of the last 
session of congress, upon the subject of public defaulte rs, 
the same nuinber of copies as was ordered to be prix.t- 
ed of document 297, and that it be annexed to said 
document 297. 

The Speaker laid before he house the following 
communications : : ' 

A message fiom the president, in compliance with 
the act of congress of March 3, 1838, transmitting 
the tenth annual report of the board of inspectors of 
the penitentiary of Washington. om 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting a 
report of the colonel of topographical engineers in 
relerence to the survey of the harbor of Stonington, 
Connecticut. 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting a 
report of the commissioner of pensions in reply to 
tle resolution of the house of representatives of 31st 
December last, calling for a statement of the number 
of pensions under the act of March 18, 1818, which 
have been relinquished, aud for other infoimation re- 


specting them. 

A leiter from the secretary of wav, in arswer toa 
resolution of the house of the 28th ult. inquiring 
whether, in his opinion, the improvements upon the 
harbors can be suspended or discontinued without 
endangering the existence of the structures already 
begun, &c. o 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, stating, 
in aswer to a resolution of the house of the 4th in- 
stant, that no remittance of funds has been made by 








this department to William E. Woodruff, pension 
ayent for the state of Arkansas, since the suspension 
of specie payments. 

A letter trom the secretary of the treasury, in 
compliance with the resolution of the house of the 
15th ultimo, calling for the whole amount of the 
public lands to which the Indian title has been ex- 
tinguished, the amount surveyed, the amount ceded 
to the. states and territories, and granted and re- 
served for the purposes of education, roads, canals, 
&e. &e. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
ariny service bill for 1839, the pending question 
being on the motion of Mr. Mercer to insert at the 
end of the bill an appropriation of $30,000 for the 
prosecution of surveys under the act of 1824. 

Mr. Mercer addressed the house at length on the 
subject of his amendment. 

Mr. Howard suggested the following modification 
of the amendment, which Mr. Mercer was understood 
to accept: ¢ 

“For the prosecution of the four surveys mentioned 
by the secretary of war in his letter of —— to the 
committee on roads and canals ofthe house of repre- 
sentatives, one of which surveys has been partly exe- 
cuted under a former appropriation, and the other three 
ordered to be made by the senate of the United States, 
$30,000. 

Mr. Haynes briefly opposed the amendment, and 
Mr. Marvin advocated it at great length. As soon 
as Mr. M. had concluded— 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to postpone the further 
consideration of this bill till to-morrow, and that it 
be made the special order of the day for to-morrow, 
and next day, if necessary, until it be disposed of. 

Several motions were made to adjourn, but the 


Five houses on Prince, three on Greene, and fiy, 
on Wooster streets, were either destroyed or great. 
ly injured... The total amount of property desiroy. 


ed, exclusive of furniture, is estimated at $12, op 


From the N. York Com. Adv., Feb. 6. 

Last night about ten o’clock, a fire broke out jp 
the steam saw mill and mahogany veneering ¢.. 
tablishment of Isaac Pierce, No. 91, Attorney street 
which was entirely destroyed, together with pro. 


erty to the value of twelve or fifteen thousand do}. | 
ars, on which there was an insurance of aboy| 


$3,000. 
The rear of No. 93, a saw mill lately belonging ty 


tially damaged. 


The rear of No. 95, the vice and anvil manufac. : 


tory of Mr. Goldie, partially damaged ; loss $500: F & unite w 


no insurance. 


The rear of No. 97, the iron foundry of Maye, 
}& Co., partially damaged. The steam engine was 
somewhat injured. 


The rears of No. 89, occupied by Mr. Buckley, 


as a cloth dressing establishment, and No. 87, the 
machine shop of 


destroyed—insured. 

A three story brick building, No. 6 of a cour 
leading from Clinton street, contiguous to the dis. 
tillery, was slightly damaged in the front. 


Loss of life. 
fire broke out in a ssmall frame building in nine. 
teenth street, between the seventh and eighth ave. 
nues, which was entirely destroyed. It was occu.f 





yeas and nays having been ordered they were with- 


drawn, and Mr. Cumbreleng’s motion was decided \Ftis by Mr. Murray, as a sort of grocery store 


in the negative, yeas 93, nays 60; not two thirds. 

Mr. Haynes demanded the previous question on 
the bill, which, being seconded by 83 to 53, was put 
and carried. 

So the billwas ordered toa third reading, and 
was then read a third time and passed. 

The Speaker laid before the house a message from 
the president of the United States, forwarding the 
report of the commissioners appointed to test the 
usefulness of inventions to prevent the explosion of 
steain boilers. 

Also, a communication from the seeretary of the 
treasury in relation to the accounts of Thomas Ir- 
vine, late district attorney for the western district of 
Pennsylvania. 

The house then adjourned. 





MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
By yesterday’s mail. 


The French steam frigate Veloce, capt. Bechameil, 
commander, arrived here yesterday, (Thursday,) in 
seven days from Havana. The Veloce recently ar- 
rived at Havana in a short run from Cherbourg, 
and is now on her return to France, having come to 
Baltimore for repairs and fuel. Capt. Bechameil and 
his first officer started yesterday afternoon for Wash- 
ington. Her appearance in coming up the river yes- 
terday was highly imposing. 

The frigate is about 500 tons burthen, and is iron 
rigged. She will be moored at the wharf at the 
point this morning, and after the necessary repairs 
are completed, which will probably require eight or 
ten days, she will sail for France direct. 

{ Balt. American. 

The number of new buildings, of all classes, erect- 
ed in the city of New York during the year 1838, 
was 781, being 59 less than in 1887. 


The number of new buildings erected in New 
York since the regular returns have been made, 
was in : 
877 


1834 - - . 

1835 . - eh 1259 

1836 - a - 1826 

1837 - - - 840 

1838 - - - 781 
Total 5583 


Destructive fires in New York. The N. Y. Com- 
mercial Advertiser of Tuesday afternoon, says that 
about seven o’clock on that morning a fire broke 
out in a building in the rear of No. 113 Greene 
street, owned by James Baker, and occupied in the 
first story by H. Allis, carpenter, and the second 
stury by Mr. Crane, cabinet maker. It commenced 
from the stove, which set fire to some of the shav- 
ings, and the premises were soon all in flames. 
The building was insured for $500. Mr. Allis lost 
$2,000—no insurance; Mr. Crane $100—insured 
for $50. Several of the workmen in the shop lost 
all their tools. 


is wife, a woman of about thirty years of age> 
perished in the flames. It appears that she esca— 
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Mr. Decline, but at present unoccupied, was par. f ttings in 


At half past one o’cloek another 


Ar, 


d 





[FTH SE 














PRINTED 
—— 
i ogeThe | 
eton on 
heir inves 


New Y 
the Uni 


ancy whi 
allmadge 


the presen 
pegs on the 
; oinewhat 
r. Snedecor, were damaged. : 
A frame building in the rear of the Clinton dis. a Vsnees 


tillery, on Clinton street, containing a mill, &c. was Bt the ele 











rty have 


; andidate. 
Wate of th: 
“Was not al 


the whigs 


. LovlIst. 
overnor Cc 
rleans Be 


the honora 


the Unite 
heme,] | 


pee from the building, but went back to save somep mense ma 
i 


ttle property, when it 1s supposed she was suffoca-f 
by 30 tol 


ted by the sinoke. Her husband attempted to res. 
cue her, but was driven back by the bursting out of 
the flames. 


Sales at the New York stock exchange, Feb. 6. 
10 shares Canton company 49 


as carrie 


own ap 


®tuationa: 
Pious resul 
ideas of ge 
ititation.” 


Exchange—No alteration. _ The resc 





Sales 7" at Philadelphia, Feb’y 6. fo 5. 


11 shares U. S. Bank 1193 B) Myserss 

81 <‘ Philad. and Balto. railroad 533 a 54 ‘on the 30t 

306 ‘* New Castle railroad 31 BStates fror 
Tlom and 


New York flour market. The Express of Wet: 
nesday says: 
Full ten thousand barrels are going on board {ot 
Liverpool, all of which has been purchased some : 
little time. The purchases of flour for the Englisif 
market have been much larger than has been supf 
posed. In this city they have been all of twenty,F 
and including those at the south, over one hundveif” 
thousand varrels. Here the price paid has been if” 
trifle under nine dollars. The operations bavt : 
been very adroitly made, so much so as _ not to ery 
cite the public as to a knowledge of what was 0 
ingon. The holders of flour, as well as those d 
cotton, are now anxiously looking for the arrival 
of the Great Western now momently expected. Ath 
vices by her, should they prove to be what is et 
aetna viz. an advance on cotton, will affect price] 

ere very much. The bigh and advancing state® 
the great staple cotton affects all descriptions ¢ 
trade. Business has revived in consequence of {itt 
great prices cotton has brought. 


Philadelphia market, Feb. 7. Flour. There hav 
been further sales toa moderate extent of flour it 
export at $8 58 per bbl. Some holders, owing "Ff 
the scanty supplies coming forward, are asking # 
advance on this price, but we have no wholes# 
operations to report above $8 50. The quanti 
of flour already cleared from this port for Liverp 
has teen 15,171 bbls. a portion of which was ® 
stock. In grain we are still without sales for wa" 
of supplies. Whiskey—Sales in hhds. at 393, ant 
one or two considerable parcels at 39 cts. Wag" 
are daily loading for Pittsburg, in addition to tl 
goods which are regularly forwarded by the Colu® 
bia railroad. [U. 8. Gaz. 


Philadelphia Money Market. Bicknell’s Rep 
ter says: 


The indications are still of. the most favorabl 
character. The stock market was particularly * 
tive during the early part of last week, while ™ 
ney may be said to be worth 8 to 7 per ct. on! 

aper out of doors. A cheerful spirit pervades 
Ladtetee classes, and all are making preparations 
the spring. 
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